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February 5
Primaries Could
Decide Between
Clinton and
Obama
biggest day when most black
people will have the opportuni
ty to vote will be February 5.
There’ll be an opportunity for
close to half the black voters in
the country to vote on February 5.”
University of Maryland
Political Scientist Ron Walters
agrees that February 5 could be
the deciding date. “That big
Oprah Winfrey campaigns
bang is turning out to be a
with Barack and Michelle
national primary of sorts,”
Obama after endorsing
Walters says. “That’s going to
his candidacy in Iowa
give you a. good read.”
last weekend
Right now, all eyes are on Iowa
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
and New Hampshire because
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
they have early primaries and
also because of international
WASHINGTON,
D.C.
talk star Oprah Winfrey’s
(NNPA) - Despite all eyes
endorsement of Sen. Barack
being on the state of Iowa and
Obama in Iowa last weekend.
its early Democratic Presidential
But whether Obama or Sen.
Prigiagy ^Januafy 3, it is the .
Hillary Clinton wins in Iowa or
string of 22 states to hold
New Hampshire, the greatest
primaries and caucuses on
indicators of the presidential
February 5 that will likely
nomination will come February
decide which candidate will get
5 or shortly thereafter. With that
enough delegates to be named
in mind, several non-partisan
Democratic nominee at the
black organizations - anticipat
August 25-28 convention in
ing record turnouts in primaries
Denver, Colo., pundits predict.
- are joining forces to turn out
African-American voters could
the maximum black vote in
actually swing those primary
upcoming primaries and to
elections in either direction.
protect votes, especially in
“There are so many
those states with significant
delegates up for grabs on
black electorates, such as New
February 5 that anybody who
York.
has a boost on February 5 will
“I think this will be a very
pick up a lot of delegates,
unusually high turn out primary
perhaps enough delegates that
season because you do have
are essential to win the nomina
such a high interest. And this is
tion,” says David Bositis, chief
the first time the election
political analyst for the Joint
process has started so early,”
Center for Political and
Economic Studies, a think tank
for black politics. “The single
continued on pg B3
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The Black Nativity, A Celebration Of Life

Dancers in The Black Nativity Production
BY JOYCE NANETTE

JOHNSON
CHALLENGER CORRESPONDENT

ST.
PETERSBURG
Recently, the halls of the
historic Palladium Theatre
were filled with the joyous,
jubilant sounds from the fourth
production of “The Black
Nativity.” Written by Langston
Hughes, this gospel song play
was originally produced on
Broadway in 1961 under the
name “Wasn’t It a Mighty
Day.” It is the retelling of the
birth of Christ showcasing
gospel music, electrifying
dance performances, poetry,
and narration. The production
has become a holiday tradition
for the St. Petersburg
community. It is the talent of its
performers and the commit
ment and dedication of the
show’s producers and directors
that always give the play a fresh
uniqueness with each year that
it is presented.
Sandy Tabor, producer,
explained that “The Black

Nativity”, is a black show with
a white crossover appeal.
“It is a Christmas card
for the African-American
community,” she said. “I want
people to have the experience
of the theater with their
families.” Paulette Walker
Johnson is the artistic director
of
Soulful
Arts
Dance
Academy. Each year she has
taken tipie to lend her talents to
the show. This year she returns
as the choreographer and as one
of its executive producers. Ms.
Walker feels that it is important
to tell the story of the Nativity,
and that the production is also
important for the sake of arts
and teaching our cultural
differences. “It’s about
the community coming
together,” she said. “The kids
have to learn to become part of
the process and how to work
together,” she said. The per
formers are from 8 to 83 years
old.
Scene One opened with a
rousing intro of “Joy to the
World” led by India Welch and

A’Leah Thompson. It is at this have anyone to give it back to.”
poiht that the narrator and Her mission, she says, is to lend
featured soloist Sharon E. Scott her valuable years of experi
entered the stage and took us on ence and knowledge to new
a musical journey. Ms. Scott’s fledging performers.
voice resonated with emotion
The tapestry of people of all
that seemed to have come * colors and races filled the stage
from deep within her soul.
and audience, creating a delec
Throughout the night the table gathering of humanity.
audience responded with appre Each song or presentation was a
ciative applause.
jewel. Three women who have
Scott’s vocal talents have participated each year, as
been recognized worldwide.
“Mothers of the Church,” were
She has performed on and off Rutha Mae Bell, Edith Davis,
Broadway and has appeared and Lovie Porter, who was also
nationally and internationally in celebrating her 82nd birthday.
repertory companies including “I just love it,” Ms. Porter said.
those in South America, Young dancers appeared as
Australia, Mexico, Europe, and angels during the song “One of
Singapore. She says she keeps Us.” The signature classic “Oh
coming back to this production Come All Ye Faithful” featured
in St. Petersburg because of her three costumed young men in
love and respect for Tabor,
gold, silks and turbans as
Johnson, and Bob Devin Jones, the three wise men. A’Leah
director and executive Thompson’s young voice rang
producer, and of course the clear. Her future seems secure
“babies.” “Ilove the children,” with enormous musical talent.
Ms. Scott stated passionately.
“I don’t have children of my
own, and I have more than 30
continued on pg. A5
years of experience, but I didn’t
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Mentors Needed For Students
Participating In 5000 Role Models Program
ST. PETERSBURG - Over
300 students were inducted
during the 5000 Role
Models of Excellence county
wide induction ceremony held
on Monday, November 8, 2007
at Gibbs High School. Parents,
administrators, mentors and
family members made up the
crowd of over 1000 individuals
who filled the auditorium.
Excitement could be felt
throughout /he auditorium
during the tie-tying' activity. As
mentors placed ties around the

young men’s necks, you could
see the sense of pride on both
thefaces of the mentors and
young men. To say that the
program was successful would
be an understatement. It
exceeded all expectations.
In attendance was Senator
Frederica Wilson, the founder
of the 5000 Role Models of
Excellence
Program,
who
shared inspiring word. She
reflected on the fact that the
young men were crying out for
help and needed support of the

entire village, that getting in
trouble and making bad
decisions should not be an
option.
Also on the program
were Dr. Clayton Wilcox,
Superintendent; Mrs. Mary
Brown, School Board Chair;
Randy Lightfoot, Social Studies
Supervisor; Kevin Gordon,
Principal, High Point
Elementary; Reuben Hepburn,
Assistant Principal, Northeast
High School; Antelia Campbell,
Principal, Gibbs High School;

Tammie Roberson, Doorways
Student Advocate who
discussed scholarship opportu
nities for qualified students.
In closing, Solomon
Stephens, Role Model
Coordinator, thanked all the
supporters, Gibbs High School
staff, Kane's Furniture, parents,
administrators, and mentors.
Mentors are still needed and
may call 727-588-6198 if inter
ested in becoming a mentor or
role model,
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The reality of
ruptured family relationships often
makes the season of yuletide feel
like an emotional tsunami.
During this holiday season we
are deluged by ads that connect
family unity with exchanging
presents. Holiday images can create
a cauldron like effect inside us. The
result is the anger, fear, guilt, and
sadness that bubble to the surface.
We remember a childhood interrupt
ed by arguments, and distress by
abuse (verbal, emotional, physical
or sexual).
Or, we may have been the
offending party: saying or doing
things we now regret. The holiday
season evokes memories of our
story. So how are we going to
respond to pain that the season
conjures up? Consider forgiveness
as an option.
Think of forgiveness as a road
map to wholeness. Everyone, in
some form or another, has offended
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The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not
necessarily reflect the views of
The Weekly Challenger. By publishing
such columns, The Challenger is not

circular argument cannot lead to
progress. Often these circular
arguments involve a judgment,
which inspires the other person to
counter with a judgment about you.
But the path of forgiveness gives us
a way out of the endless cycle of
blame and mutual condemnation.
When we become courageous
enough to look at our contribution to
the problem, we are freed up to
think and act differently.
A time for forgiveness —
we can learn to respond in more
creative, patient and thoughtful
ways. For example, guilt and shame
are painful emotions that invite us to
hide out rather than show up for our
lives. Forgiving ourselves for
mistakes can help us stop avoiding
important conversations that are
essential in moving a family from
feud to fellowship. The wisdom of
the Bible counsels us to “love our
neighbor as we love ourselves.”
Forgiving ourselves is a great way
to practice that vital healing
principle.
The decision to reconcile
the decision to reconcile and die
decision to forgive are related but

independent choices. Forgiveness
heals us because it empowers us
to let go of toxic experiences.
Forgiveness helps us to take charge
of our past so we can learn the
important lessons and move on with
our lives.
When reconciliation is reason
able - reconciliation is reasonable
when no abuse is involved and there
is a willingness and commitment to
reverse the behavior that created the
family rift. When significant bound
aries have been breached, family
therapy may be an invaluable
resource, especially if any form of
abuse was a part of the picture. It is
crucial that we feel safe, and that
reconciliation not expose us to the
possibility of further injury.
At the other end of the
spectrum, when we have offended a
family member, it is crucial that we
honor their wishes regarding
reconciliation. Don’t be pushy, be
prayerfhl. The worse thing to do is
re-offend that family member?
telling them they should be over it.
Remember, the only person we can
change is ourselves, so let’s go for
the gold!'

Winning Is An Inside Job
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The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
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$40 for 1 year

someone or has been offended by
someone. In Spanish, the Lord’s
prayer is translated: “Father forgive
us our offenses, as we forgive those
who offend us.”
Forgiveness is giving yourself
and perhaps a family member
during this season, another chance.
Note that I didn’t say second
chance, because it may take several
attempts at getting the family
bond right before you feel
connected.
True forgiveness recognizes
that the pathway back to healthy
family connections will not be
perfect. Some setbacks are normal.
But good will and honest dialogue
are signs that you and your family
are on the way to healing.
The illusion of perfection expecting family members to be
perfect is a set up for failure. Instead
of perfection, taking personal
responsibility is an excellent way to
“jump start” our family’s healing
journey. Taking personal responsi
bility for what went wrong in our
family eliminates one of the biggest
problems in marriage and family
disputes: circular arguments. A

BYFARRAH
GRAY
NNPA COLUMNIST

One of the
most
important
characteristics that individuals need
to thrive in the unorganized world is
self-confidence. Too many people
either have too much or too little
self-confidence, and neither is good.
Individuals need to believe in
their own abilities and carry their
own convictions, that what they are
doing is right for them. When
approaching business or personal
opportunities, self-confidence is a
pre-requisite because it is not Only
dogs that can sense fear - it is com
municated through our actions too.
Alack of self-confidence causes
everything from the need to wear
designer clothes, to the need to
manage - to put in control structures
and hierarchies. It can generate a
superficial life, where in the absence
of any firm moral intrinsic values,
the consumer vacant citizen will
spend their life trying to hide their
lack of internal self-confidence by
trying to externally signal that they
are a successful individual.
Of course, there is no room for

arrogance. This is excessive selfconfidence such that other people’s
feelings are not taken into account at
all. Learning is precluded because
the arrogant person always thinks
that they are right. You can be selfconfident and know that you are
right for you and the times.
However, the self-confident person
would smile, recognize the strength
of their position and maybe attempt
to educate and persuade, the
arrogant person would simply
dismiss that alternative viewpoint
without even bothering to say why
they are rejecting it.
Being self-confident is essential
but too much or too little self-confi
dence is a bad thing.
Success is an inside job. A
friend failed her driving test three
times. At that time, she did not want
to be in a car she did not want to or
see the need to drive. She was only
learning to drive because her family
and friends were telling her to, not
because she wanted to. Internal
motivation and external circum
stances are more important than a
label saying “You are now old
enough to drive.” If I had been
living in a remote village and
wanted the flexibility, then maybe

the need to drive would have existed wasting your potential wishing you
earlier and I would have passed are somewhere else doing something
else.
sooner.
You will only ever be all that
Which goes to show you, a
potential disadvantage is often in you can be if you pursue what is
fact, a motivational advantage. If important to you.
The fact that success comes
you want to get out, then you had.
from self and not from the
better do something about it.
Months later, she went to Africa and commands of others is a good
there was very little public transport. reason to start your own business, so
What was available was infrequent, that you are only doing things that
unreliable and sometimes dangerous.
you believe in. Success comes from
All of a sudden she had a reason, a self-confidence, motivation and
motivation, and a need which being employment.
able to drive could solve. She
In fact, attitude is everything.
quickly started studying her driving Attitude determines success or
test upon her return and passed on failure. Lazy people do not make an
her first retry.
effort. Pessimistic people think
Never do something just it’s all going to go wrong.
because someone tells you that you Technophobic people think that the
should. Never carry out a task given Internet is difficult to use. Non-com
you by a superior that you do not see mercial people think that earning
the need for. Never follow social money is immoral. Attitude has
stereotypes or do something just always played an important role, but
because other people expect it of now it is everything. Now every
you.
thing you need to be a success is
Always try to spend your efforts accessible to you and there are a
and focus your attention on activi great number of opportunities
ties that matter to you and interest available. We can achieve things if
you. You will always be more suc only we would just get up and try.
cessful pursuing goals and things Attitude is all about enactment. You
that mean something and are
don’t fail trying anymore; you fail
important to you personally. You are because you don’t try.

advocating the following of any advice
or suggestion expressed.
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LOCAL NEWS
Celebrate Your Right To Vote
On December 15
December 15 is Bill of Rights
Day - tiie anniversary of the day
in 1791 on which the first 10
amendments
to
the
U.S.
Constitution were ratified by
three-fourths of the states - 216
years ago.
Pinellas County Supervisor of
Elections Deborah Clark is
encouraging all county residents
to commemorate Bill of Rights
Day by becoming voters.
If you are not registered to
vote, it’s easy to pick up an appli
cation at any public library,
drivers license office, government
office handling social services or
disabilities, city hall, chamber' of
commerce or county connection
center. You can also find a Voter

Registration Application online at
www.votepinellas.com. Just
complete the form online, print
and sign it. Then, return it to any
Supervisor of Elections office.
Registration is required for
new voters and anyone who has
moved from another state. If you
have moved from another Florida
county, you do not need to re
register - simply update your
address.
■ You can update your name,
address, party or signature by
using a Voter Registration
Application and noting the
changes.
All registered voters are
eligible to vote by mail. To request
a mail ballot, call (727) 464-6788.

Voting is a privilege that
many brave men and women
fought to secure for us, and our
Constitution guarantees that right.
The Bill of Rights, however,
helped secure the states’ support
of the Constitution. According to
James Madison, the Virginia
delegate at the Constitutional
Convention, the Bill of Rights
provided for “the fundamental
maxims of a free Government.”
Bill of Rights Day is a good
time to think about your responsi
bilities as a citizen - such as
voting to elect those who will
govern you.
For more information call
(727) 464-6108 or go to
www.votepinellas.com.

New All Children’s Hospital
Reaches Construction
Milestone

Home Depot To Close Call
Centers In Chicago, Dallas,
Tampa And Cut 950 Jobs
BY HARRY R. WEBER
AP BUSINESS WRITER

The Home Depot Inc. is
cutting 950 jobs and closing
three call centers that handle
orders for home installation, a
spokesman said Tuesday.
The world’s largest home
improvement store chain plans
to shift the work from those
centers to its stores, a move that
will improve customer service,
spokesman Steve Holmes said.
The affected employees were
notified Monday, he said.
The call centers that will
close Jan. 28 are in Chicago,
Dallas and Tampa, Fla. Home
Depot will have eight call
centers left in North America,

tion project. It’s customary to
place a tree on the top of the
finished exterior as a sign of
celebration and an omen of
good fortune.
Friends
and
patients’
families will have a perfect
vantage point as a tree is lit and
a giant banner unfurled from
the top of the new All

Children’s Hospital.
Hospital administration
and employees, families of
hospital patients, and digni
taries including Congressman
Bill Young, St. Petersburg
Mayor Rick Baker and donors
including Vinny Lecavalier of
the Tampa Bay Lightning will
attend.

Holmes said. There are no plans
to close those centers. In March,
a Home Depot call center in
Addison, Texas, closed, cutting
550 jobs, he said.
Atlanta-based Home Depot
employees roughly 350,000
people and operates more than
2,227 retail stores in the United
States, Canada, Mexico and
China.
The call centers give price
quotes and complete orders for
customers who go into stores
and order flooring and other
types of home installations,
Holmes said.
In September, Home Depot
said it planned to close its 11
Landscape Supply stores
-

geared for professionals and
project-oriented do-it-your
selfers -- as part of the
company’s efforts to focus on its
core retail business.
The stores, the first of which
opened in 2002, included a
greenhouse and sold products
including interior plants,
chemicals, pavers and irrigation
supplies. They also offered land
scaping tool rental. Closing
them affected about 380
employees.
Home Depot also sold its
wholesale distribution business,
HD Supply, to a group of private
equity groups for $8.5 billion.
The sale was completed in
August.

St. Petersburg NAACP Annual
Emancipation Proclamation
Day Ceremony

Topping Out Celebration Set for Friday, December 14th
ST. PETERSBURG Florida’s largest commercial
construction project reaches its
highest point, with a tree
lighting celebration atop the
new All Children’s Hospital.
“Topping
Out”
is
a
ceremony that’s done when the
very last beam is put in
place atop a new construc-

•

Norm Brown

ST.PETERSBURG - You
are cordially invited to attend
the St. Petersburg Branch of
the
NAACP
Annual
Emancipation Proclamation
Day Ceremony. This year’s
theme is “The Past! The Now!
The Future!”
This event will take place
on January
1st, 2008 at
Lakewood United Church of
Christ, 2901 54th Avenue

South, St. Petersburg.
The program will begin at
10:00 a.m. with a continental
breakfast following the
ceremony.
If you are interested in
attending, make your reserva
tion by calling the St.
Petersburg Branch at 727-8983310 or visit their website
naacpstpete@verizon.net
by
December 28, 2007.

I NFI NITI.
9820 U.S. Hwy 19 N. • Clearwater

ww.lokeyautos.com

e-owned : 866-296-6655 • Service: 877-253-9627
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Rosalyn’s View
BY ROSALYN BRYANT,

program has better teachers as

LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

well as classroom materials?
A. Equipment and resources

Peace On Earth
Begins At Home

than 9 percent. A teacher here at

Lakewood, who did not want to

be

that

feels

identified,

The most valuable thing you can do for anyone, especially
a discouraged parent, Is to teach based on your example.

ST. PETERSBURG - The

are better quality, but you can’t

Center for Advanced Technology

really say teachers, because the

this for so long because it is a

is the award winning magnet

neighborhood school. Even when

High

courses are open to everyone, not
just the CAT kids. If you decide to

the choice plan was around and

Anyone who is a parent

home environment. The parent

confidence to the parent and of

School. However, some students

challenge yourself you have the

students were being bussed from

knows how difficult the career

and volunteer work together to

course, the children.

have said that the CAT program is

same opportunity as the CAT

north county, to south county,
they went to schools surrounding

of parenting can be. Parenting is

help the family achieve a more

As a parent communicates

especially difficult during times

peaceful and effective approach

their concerns, the Parent Aide

Lakewood.

the

of stress and even more difficult

to each day.

As soon as a

volunteer can help the parent by

students would want to come to

during the holiday season. With

family

Lakewood so they can attend the

so many expectations, so many

volunteer, the parent immedi

same school as their friends. This

details to consider, so many

ately knows they are no longer

in calm and confident solutions.

program

Lakewood

at

keeping Lakewood racially segre

program.

gated. Up until 1984, students in
Pinellas county were attending

close

schools

because

to

Pinellas

But,

home.

County

divided racially, (north of Central
and south of Central Avenue is
black)

program

schools

remained segregated 30 years

is

keeping

a

racial

barrier around?

is

Avenue is predominately white
predominately

Q. Do you feel that the CAT

A. No, absolutely not. I feel
like

African-Americans

think

they can achieve more athletically
then they can academically.

Q. How do you feel about the
CAT program?

after Brown vs. the Board of

A. I love the CAT program. If

Education ruled that school segre

you love or have an interest in

“Lakewood has gotten away with

So

naturally

matched

is

with

a

offering the support, resources
and direction which will result

has nothing to do with segregat

pulls and tugs from the children

alone. They soon begin to feel

The inner turmoil of feeling

ing students. It’s more of keeping

as they innocently and expec

more confident and secure in

stressed and the parent’s past

tantly express their wants and

their parenting role and with

ineffective

their life in general.

parenting remain in the past.

Lakewood, Lakewood. Anyone

to

approaches

can be in CAT, they might not

wishes they look to a parent to

succeed but CAT is open to

fulfill. No wonder parents feel

The Parent Aide Program is

New avenues will have opened

everyone.”

overwhelmed. Add to that, not

looking for volunteers who will

up and the home will now be

I am a traditional Lakewood

enough time in the day, not

be a great influence in helping a

free to face

parent. Are you willing to be a

calmness and confidence. Life

each day with

computer

student of four years, and I say it

enough funds in the purse, diffi

County School Board officials

technology, CAT is the pace for

is a difference. I understand that

culty on the job, a car that isn’t

role model, emotionally support

will be better because a Parent

implementing

you. I wish it was more of an even

the building is old, but when you

reliable, children acting out, the

ive friend - someone who can be

Aide volunteer stepped in and

counted on to be there when the

extended a hand of support and

friendship.

gation
started

was

illegal.

Pinellas
magnet

science,

math,

and

right

around

the

programs to help desegregate the

playing

African-

walk into CAT, it is like walking

holidays

north and south side schools.

Americans. I would like to see

into another school. Throughout

comer, etc., etc. The pressure on

changing tide of everyday life

publicschoolre-

more blacks in CAT. I feel more

elementary and middle school I

a parent seems to be enormous!

brings its challenges?

The Parent Aide Program’s

We have families eager to

ty sounds like an interesting

Perkins

aim and purpose is to help

have the help the Parent Aide

opportunity to make a differ

Elementary and John Hopkins

alleviate and remove the stress

Program provides. After com

ence in the life of a family and

pleting about 15 hours of pre

die children, please call for

According

view.com

to
the

of

field

with

a

comfortable with being in classes

was in die magnet program. But

magnet program is to attract

with the same race. Actually, I

when

students to attend a school outside

enjoy

purpose

of their zoning area instead of
forcing them to go. What they

classes

in

traditional

Lakewood. I love black people.

Q. Do you feel there is an

I

attended

Middle School the classes were

in each home. We accomplish

very diverse. It was rare for me to

this through our volunteers who

service
volunteer

training,

If this volunteer opportuni

the

new

information

about

next

our

class. Call

Kerri

and

training

The

Pedersen at Help A Child, Inc.,

didn’t know was that the magnet

education gap between traditional

look around a class and feel like I

are carefully matched with a

programs would segregate the

students, and the students in the

was die only black student in this

family that has asked for help.

matched with a family.

traditional part of school from

magnet program?

class. And the courses that I took

The presence of a volunteer

volunteer will have the tools

727-544-3900, extension 168.

quickly turns the tide within the

necessary to bring peace and

You will be happy you did!

magnet and, in effect, schools

A. Absolutely, I believe those

were honors classes. So to come

would feel more segregated than

who come to CAT have a better

to Lakewood, and be placed in an

ever.

understanding of materials, and

Advance Placement course and to

Take a look at the average
CAT class. Now look at the
average Lakewood class. Do you
notice a difference? Classes on
the traditional side are full of
minorities, but the chances of
finding minorities on the magnet
side are slim. I interviewed Jorge
Smith, an African-American CAT
student and Fast Forward anchor,
to see what the “voice of
Lakewood” had to say.
Q. Do you think the CAT

are more prepared and are more

see maybe five or six minorities

successful, so yes there is an

upsets me. During my time spent

education gap.

in an advance placements class I

I went to the administrative
office to get an ethnicity ratio for
Lakewood and CAT, and the
ratios are mind boggling. There
are a total of 1,266 students at
Lakewood. Of that, there are 334
Caucasians students. The CAT
program has 431 students. Of that
431 students there are 38 AfricanAmerican students. That’s less

heard a lot of crude remarks.

bad,” said Rick Mussett, the city’s
senior development administrator.
Failure to get voter approval
to partly pay for the new $450
milhdn stadium with local tax
revenues is one of several
obstacles that could quash the
deal. The schedule anticipates city
approval in June of a Nov. 4 refer
endum.
The
Rays
last month
announced plans to finance more
than $250 million of the new
facility
through
additional
property taxes that local govern
ments would collect by redevel
oping the publicly owned 85-acre
Tropicana Site.
The Rays also want the state

introduced

Peace on earth will come to stay, when we live Christmas every day.
-Helen Steiner Rice

Some that I feel the teacher

should have commented on, but

instead let fly. Since I am a very

opinionated

person,

and

am

known for being outspoken, I

shoiald have spoken up myself.

But either way, ratios speak for

themselves. Separate but equal, I
think not.

St. Pete Sets Date For Stadium
Redevelopment Contract
ST. PETERSBURG (AP) City officials say their goal is^to
pick a contractor to redevelop the
Tampa Bay Rays’ present stadium
by May 1 as part of a plan to
finance the construction of a new
34,000-seat, open-air facility on
St. Petersburg’s waterfront
A timetable released Friday
shows the city will begin solicit
ing proposals for redeveloping the
site of Tropicana Field, a 45,000seat domed stadium where the
team now plays.
“There are some very exciting
things about this process, but we
have to make sure people have
ample opportunity to study and
examine the issues _ good and

is

to help pay for the project. That
may be a tough sell in the
Legislature, which recently cut
$1.1 billion from the state budget
due to a shortfall in tax revenues
that have since continued on a
downward trend.
Mussett said ’requests for
redevelopment plans will be
written broadly to attract the most
ideas. They could include a resi
dential community, shopping mall
or other commercial uses.
The Rays already have lined
up one potential bidder, Hines
Interests of Houston, but city
council chairman Jamie Bennett
said he expects other national
developers also may be interested.

t CHECKOUT
OUR $7.99 DINNERS

kJOl I \Zzw I
scents

3

Easygoing. Elegant. Energetic. Mary Kay
has just the right scent to express your style.

Call me to experience the wonderful fragrances

designed for all the moments in your life. Ask
about our men’s fragrances too.

Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/dspeights

(727) 866-6621
(727)403-0144

New year,
new life
Put new life into your j
new year with a degrejK
or certificatefrom
St. Petersburg College.

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 327-8309
(727) 328-8309

MID PENINSULA KAFOOD
MARKET & RESTAURANT

Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m

Sunday... Gone Fishin’

St Petersburg College
Excellence in education since 1927
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NATIVITY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

continued from front page
All

P u b I i x.

DECEMBER-2007
Saturday, December 15, 2007 Dlcken’s Carolers. The Pier, 800
2nd Ave. N.E. from 4 to 6 p.m. Holiday musical celebration. Free.
www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.
Saturday, December 16 - Youth Tech Day. Lakewood High
School. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A LEGO robotics competition and forum
demonstrating technology on renewable energy sources. 727893-2926.
Saturday, December 15 - Poinsettia Tree Photo Opportunity.
Sunken Gardens, 1825 4th St. N. 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Bring the
family and take a holiday photo In front of the beautiful splendor of
the Poinsettia Tree In the Garden. Free under 2. www.sunkengardens.org or 727-551-3100.
Saturday, Dacember 15 & December 22 - Dlcken’s Carolers.
The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 4 to 6 p.m. Holiday musical celebra
tion. Free, www.stpetepler.com or 727-821-6443.
Saturday, December 29 - Fire Station Open House. Shore Acres
Station #12, 1651 Bayou Grande Blvd. N.E. 9 a.m. to noon. A
celebration of the Fire & Rescue 100 year anniversary: meet your
local firefighters, get a close look at the trucks, take a tour of the
station and ring the 100 year old bell, Free. 727-893-7218.
Saturday, December 29 & Sunday, December 30 - 3rd Annual
Winter Art Walk at BayWalk. BayWalk, 2nd Ave. & 2nd St. N. Sat.,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Show and sale of arts
and crafts by local artists. Music, food and greyhound adoption.
www.yourbaywalk.com or 727-384-6000.
Saturday, Monday, December 31 - First Night St. Petersburg.
Venues throughout St. Petersburg. 5 p.m. to midnight.
Celebration of the Arts with over twenty five venues featuring the
Bubble Stomp, a Tattoo Parlor, Bubble Blast, the Burning Boat,
shadow puppetry, storytelling, Dali at First Night, dance, games, a
‘Way To Go Green’ labyrinth with many more family fun festivi
ties. Musical performances by Leroy Thomas and the Zydeco
Roadrunners band, the Bay City Jazz Sextet, Ragtime Piano
player Bob Milne, 100-drum Community Drumming Circle and
many more performers

Monday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve at The Pier.
The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 p.m. to 1 a.m. Celebrations and

family activities throughout the day. The ‘‘Suncoast Band" performs
In the Waterside Courtyard at 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Fireworks at 9 p.m.
andatmidnlght.Free.www.8tpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

JANUARY-2008

of

the

performers

Stone feels that her own

performed with the skill and

participation offers more than

zest of a seasoned professional

just musical inspiration.

troupe.
It was also a homecoming

says that she is black, large,
with kinky hair, and not the

for Tanya LaReese Green, a

modem version of the advertis

former featured performer in

ing world’s dream, but that she

the production. Her recently

represents millions of women

released debut inspirational CD

of size and color.
“Dream,

"Ready or Not” was performed

and

She

prepare

with Patti Labelle. Green is to

yourself,”

begin a major European tour in

youth of today.” They can be

the near future.

During the

she

advises

the

chairmen and CEOs if they

Thursday, January 17 - Dr. Martin Luther King High School
Essay Contest. Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 7 p.m.
Oratorical presentations. Free. 727-893-7803.

program she was passed the

believe

microphone to sing her former

remain focused, and be ready

Friday, January 18 - Dr. Martin Luther King Awards Banquet.
Hilton, 333 1st St. S. 6:30 p.m. Awards banquet and ceremony.
727-327-0085.

rafters with the soul and fire for

Friday, Jananuary 18 - Ladles Night. Progress Energy Center
for the Arts at Bayview Room, 400 1st St. S. 7:30 p.m. Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jam presents the The Valerie Gillespie Ensemble.
$20. www.rlckgeesjazzjamm.com,www.mahaffeytheater.com ot
727-892-5767.

Sunday, January 20 - 23rd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Drum
Major for Justice National Festival of Bands. Tropicana Field.
6:15 p.m. to midnight. Featuring high school and university
marching bands from across the nation perform famous half time
drills and drumlines as a special salute and tribute the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. $10.727-327-0085.

Monday, January 21 - Dr. Martin Luther King Leadership Awards
Breakfast. The Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 7:30 a.m. Join the
National Council of Negro Women for the Leadership Awards
Breakfast with guest speaker Dr. Crystal Kuykendall. $25. To
purchase tickets call 727-896-6556, www.stpete.org/coliseum or
727-892-5202.
Monday, January 21 - 23rd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Drum
Major for Justice National Parade. 3rd Ave. S.& Dr. MLK St. to
Central Ave. to the waterfront. 1:15 to 4 p.m. Festive parade
commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. featuring marching
bands, community leaders and groups, floats and lots of fun.
Free. 727-327-0085.

Green’s voice shook the

solo.

when

in

discipline

opportunity

and

comes

along.”

which she is known.

Nite Riders Van Club
The Nite Riders Van Club

beginning at 8:00 p.m.

Annual

Music by Dr. DJ. All beer

Christmas Extravaganza Dance

and spirits will be free, compli

on

14,

ments of the Van Club. We look

National

forward to seeing you there.

38th

For ticket information please

will

their

celebrate

Saturday,

December

the

2007

at

Guard

Armory,

3601

Avenue South, St. Petersburg,

call 321-3947.

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest...
Please call

(727) 322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

Monday, January 21 - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Candlelight
Vigil. St. Petersburg Museum of History, 335 2nd Ave. N.E. 6:30
p.m. 727-327-0085.

CLASSIFIED
Darius Wilson

HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???
WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker •

Insurance

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Detailing

Custom Detailing

Easy Payment
Plans

Owner and Operator
St.Petersburg Florida

Collateral
not always needed

0:727-557-6294
or 727-320-5294

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete FI. 33707

Verneill964@yahoo.com

THE BEST rent/option DEAL ever!!

*HOMESELLERS*

100% RENT CREDIT

Find out what the home down
the street sold for

_________ _________ plus ------- ----------- -------OWNER FINANCING

Fully remodeled 2/1

in South St Pete
$l,000/mo rent $150K purchase option

Free Computerized List
of area home sales and current listings.

Free recorded message
1-866-347-3318 ID# 1041

CALL 813-345-3912

Courtesy of: Century 21 Grunt Realty

ORGANIZATIONS • CHURCHES • GROUPS

GROUP FACILITATOR
needed to work with youth development
program for girls in St. Pete.

Will Prepare And Submit Your Private
and Government Grant Applications
Also
• 501 (c) 3 Tax Exemption Application
• By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation

Reasonable Fees • Experienced
(863) 648-1209 or (863)271-0642

Four nights/wknds. @ $10/hr. Exp. pref’d. 20 hrs./yvk.

Resumes by 12/18 to
Valerie, YWCA
655 2nd Avenue South, St. Pete, 33701
or FAX 727-821-3478

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
• The best gospel music in Tampa Bay that will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from 6 a.m. -1 p.m.
• Midday cafe plays today's R&B and classic soul music from yesterday 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
• Party blues & oldies as we walk you back down memory lane listening to your favorite music 7 pm -10 p.m.

NOTTCE OF PUBLIC SALE
PERSUANT TO F.S.713.78 FOR TOWING
AND/OR STORAGE CHARGES ONLY.
THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT
AUCTION ON December 28,2007 AT 9:00 a.m., LOCATION,
2132 PINE FOREST DR. CLEARWATER, FL 33764

Attorney At Law

•The Bedtime mix with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slow and easy. 10 p.m. -12 p.m.
• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

* Criminal Defense

1986 GMC, Sierra P/U Via# 1GTEK24L9GF701692

★Traffic Tickets
★Personal Injury

1963 Ford, Fairlane Vin#3ABX42F 100865
1994 Mitsubishi, Diamante Vin#JA3AP47H8RY009125

*Auto Accidents

2005 Mitsubishi, Galant Vin#4A3AB36F55E019582

*DUIs
(813) 639-4288 Office
(813) 960-0551 Fax
emails erandolphlaw@aol.com

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947

email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
(727) 864-1600
OFFICE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
Request Line

2202 N. Westshore Blvd.

Tampa, FI 33607
Suite 200

2060 1 ST AVENUE NORTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33713

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should net be based soloy upon advertisment.

Before you decide ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience* .<!-
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HAPPY HOLIDAY TIPS
Protect Your Home
This Holiday Season
(SPM Wire)
During the
holiday season you shouldn’t
have to worry whether your
house and all those new holiday
gifts are safe from burglars while
you’re out and about, celebrating
with friends and family.
Being smart about keeping
your home safe this time of year
means more than just making
sure your doors and windows are
locked.
To help make your home
more secure during the holidays
and year-round, Protection One,
an electronic security company,
is sharing these handy tips:
* Avoid displaying gifts
where they can easily be seen
through windows, and take care
when disposing of product
packaging, so that you aren’t
“advertising” recent, high-dollar
purchases.
* To reduce the chance of
easy entry, cut tree limbs away
from second-story windows.
* Secure objects that might
allow access to your home, such
as ladders or trashcans that could
be used to enter a ‘window or

scale a fence.
* To prevent hiding places
for intruders, trim bushes to
expose branch structure.
* To illuminate entries,
install motion lights.
* Install easy-to-read and
illuminated address numbers so
emergency personnel can easily
locate your home.
* Be aware of usual and
unusual neighborhood activities
and report suspicious behavior.
* Secure all windows,
including those upstairs.
* Never leave a key hidden
outside. Burglars know all the
best hiding places.
* Install peepholes and ask to
see identification from service
and delivery people.
* Install deadbolt locks on
exterior entrances.
When leaving your home for
an extended period of time, such
as for a holiday vacation, follow
these simple steps to help your
home appear occupied and to
deter burglars:
* Leave blinds and curtains
in everyday positions.

* Use timers to operate
lights.
* Turn your telephone ringer
down, so no one outside can hear
repeated rings.
* Review your answering
machine, and make sure it does
not imply you are away.
* Arrange for continuing
yard care.
* Ask a friend to pick up
deliveries, or have deliveries
stopped.
* If your car is parked in the
driveway, have a friend move it
occasionally.
And if your home is
protected by a security system,
be sure to test your system
monthly to ensure it is working
properly before an emergency
occurs. You can help prevent
false alarms by providing
instructions on the operation of
your system to houseguests.
Also, avoid placing moving
ornaments Or decorations in the
path of motion detectors.
For more free home security
tips, visit www.protectionone.com.

Christmas Gift Suggestions
To your enemy, forgiveness.

To all, charity.

To an opponent, tolerance.

To every child, a good example.

To a friend, your heart.

To yourself, respect.

To a customer, service.

~ Oren Arnold

PUBLIC HEARING
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study

Tampa

US 301 From Falkenburg Road to Causeway Boulevard

Hillsborough County, Florida

WPI Number: 421140-6

Notice is hereby given that Hillsborough County in
cooperation with the Florida Department of

Transportation (FDOT) will hold a Public Hearing for
Work Program Item Number 421140-6 at East Tampa

Christian Church, 7874 24th Avenue South, Tampa,

BEGIN
PROJECT

Florida 33619 on January 8, 2008. The informal open
house will be held 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and the formal

presentation will take place 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
The Hearing will be conducted to afford interested

persons the opportunity to express their views concern
ing the location, conceptual design, and social,

economic, and environmental effects of the proposed

improvements. The proposed project begins at
Falkenburg Road and terminates at Causeway
Boulevard, a distance of 0.75 miles, The purpose of the project is to widen US 301 to six lanes from Falkenburg . Road

to Causeway Boulevard.
Right-of-way may be necessary for this project. There are no business or residential relocations associated with this
project. Potential encroachment on wetlands and floodplains has been identified as a result of this project and may be

given special consideration under Executive Orders 11990 and 11988. Access management standards developed by

How To Make Easy Dishes
For Holiday Parties
(StatePoint) Whether you’re older group who may prefer
giving a holiday party or asked less spicy, exotic fare? Are
to bring a dish to one as a guest,
children included? Will there be
deciding what food to prepare vegetarians or people with food
can be complicated, especially allergies?
if you’re pressed for time.
* Casseroles are great for
You need to take into consid their one-dish ease and their
eration the likes and dislikes of ability to be assembled, frozen
the party’s guests, what types of and baked later. Casseroles that
dishes others might be bringing, freeze well include eggplant
preparation time and space,and Parmesan and those made with
even what type of container in broccoli, squash and sweet
which to tote your dish if you potato.
will be transporting it.
* Roasted and grilled
“Most of us lead over asparagus, artichokes and
scheduled lives filled with sauteed zucchini all turn mushy
work, household chores and when frozen and thawed.
children’s activities, so recipes
* If you are bringing a dish,
that are easy to make and when possible choose one that
require only a handful of ingre needs no on-site assembly.
dients are always a great choice
* If you will be toting food
during the holiday season,” said on a long trip to a party,
Anne Bym, author of the consider a Bundt cake. They
new “What Can. I Bring? survive the most mileage and
Cookbook.”
still arrive in one piece, no
' “Great recipes that travel matter your mode of transport.
well don’t slip and slide in
* If others will be bringing
transit and are quick to food, consider coordinating so
assemble when they’re ready to you don’t wind up with five of
be served., or, even better, the same side dishes. Plan so all
require no work at all before courses are accounted for - for
serving,” she added.
example, an appetizer, salad,
Here are some tips and main dish, side dish and dessert.
handy advice from Bym that
* If you are transporting a
can make your life easier when dish, be sure to select the right
choosing, preparing and trans container. Plastic containers are
porting food for a party:
great for salads, desserts and
* The right recipe fits the soups. Aluminum foil casserole
party’s guests. Is it a group of •pans with locking plastic lids
young, adventurous eaters or an are perfect for side dishes, main

dishes and anything that needs
to be re-heated or baked on site.
For storing pasta and rice
salads, try resealable plastic
bags. Shake up the salad in the
bag before transferring to a
serving bowl. One of the
simplest ways to transport food
is on a serving platter or in a
serving bowl, covered with
plastic wrap.
* Freeze sides in their
baking dishes or in disposable
aluminum pans covered with
foil.
* If you’re bringing food on
a platter, write your name on a
piece of tape and stick it to the
bottom. Keep your heirloom
platters at home and opt for
inexpensive ones made from
nonbreakable plastic, wood or
lightweight pottery.
* Bring all the food
supplies you’ll need, along with
as many necessary kitchen
items as possible.
“For time-taxed party hosts
and guests, potluck doesn’t
have to mean bad luck, if you
add a dash of planning, sophis
tication, style and simplicity,”
said Bym.
For more tips and partyfriendly refcipes, read Bym’s
new “What Can I Bring?
Cookbook,” available at book
stores or by looking online at
www.workman.com.

Have A Heart Healthy Holiday
(SPM Wire) With all those
parties, late nights, feasts and
traveling, the holidays can play
havoc with a health regimen.
With youT health in mind,
the non-profit American Heart
Association is providing free
advice and tools to ensure that
positive health habits play an
important part of your season.
For starters, resolve to move
more at home and at work. You
can make a New Year’s resolu
tion to join Start!, the American
Heart
Association’s
free
worksite wellness campaign
(online at americanheart.org/start)
for access to a fitness and
nutrition tracker and to find out
how you can get in better shape.
For . many women, the
winter months mean less
physical activity. But you can
manage to fit in fitness during
the busy holiday season with
help from the free Choose To
Move program. This 12-week
physical activity plan can help

women of all ages and lifestyles
focus on fitness. The program
offers exercise and nutrition tips
along with flavorful and easyto-prepare recipes.
Next on your menu, should
be your menu. Because the
winter months are often a time
to feast, eat wisely and familiar
ize yourself with the trans and
saturated fat in your diet, and
replace them with “better” fats
like monounsaturated and
polyunsaturated fats.
Before you head to the
supermarket, you can use the
American Heart Association’s
free online grocery list builder
to create a heart-healthy
shopping list filled with
products bearing the heartcheck mark. It’s your assurance
the food is low in saturated fat
and cholesterol and/or high in
wholegrains.
Also on your holiday list
should be making sure you keep
your risk factors in mind. If you

are one of the 100 million
Americans who have high
blood pressure, talk to your
doctor before you are exposed
to colds and the flu this holiday
season. High blood pressure
patients need to be aware that
many common decongestants
can raise their blood pressure
even more and may conflict
with prescribed blood pressure
medications.
The rate of depression in the
population peaks during holiday
months. A heart or stroke patient
who has recently suffered an
event may be particularly vul
nerable. The American Heart
Association has resources to
help manage and identify
depression for both patients and
their caregivers.
To learn more about taking
care of yourself and your family
during the holidays and beyond,
call 1-800-AHA-USA1 or visit
americanheart.org/holiday.

FDOT under Section 335.18, Florida Statutes, to protect public safety, provide for mobility and preserve functional
integrity of the road will be addressed. These standards affect driveway access and median openings along the

proposed improvement. This Hearing will be held in accordance with 23 CFR 771 and Section 339.155, Florida
Statutes. The project is being developed to comply with VI and VIII of the Civil Rights Act.

The Hearing will consist of a presentation by the County on the project and its associated impacts followed by a

NAAMAN JOHNSON

public testimony period. Before and after the Hearing, County representatives will be available to answer questions.
The environmental documents and conceptual design plans developed by the County will be available for public

CROWN EUROCARS

review at the locations listed below County personnel will also be available to assist citizens.

78th Street Community Library

Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven

7625 Palm River Road

11201 North McKinley Drive

Tampa, Florida 33619

Tampa, Florida 33612

(813)612-9128

(813) 975-6060

Sunday: Closed

Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mercedes-Benz
Naaman Johnson, a familiar name in luxury European
automobile circles, has joined Crown representing
Mercedes-Benz. We are thankful to have Naaman on our
staff. Naaman is an outstanding representation of our
company and the customer service principles we believe in.

Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday: 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday through Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

County Center
601 East Kennedy Boulevard, 20th Floor

Tampa, Florida 33602

<

Naaman would like to invite all his friends, clients and
those who would like a. Mercedes Benz purchase
experience "unlike any other" to stop by and say hello.

(813) 272-5170

Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Persons with disabilities who may require special accommodations to participate in the Hearing should contact the

CROWN
EtinOCARS

Project Manager ih writing at least seven (7) calendar days before the Hearing date at the address below.

Persons desiring to submit statements and other exhibits in place of, or in addition to, oral statements may do so at the
Hearing. Written statements of exhibits may also be submitted as part of the Hearing if received by January 18,2008.

Just recognized as one of the Mercedes-Benz

6001 34th Street N., St. Petersburg

“Best of the Best” Retailer Award Winners

The Project Manager is Mr. Jamie Sullivan, and can be reached at 10117 Princess Palm Avenue, Suite 300, Tampa,

(727)527-5731

for 2002-2004-2006

Florida 336.10, (813) 620-1460 orjamie.sullivan@kimley-hom.com.

i

Direct (727)329-3036
e-mail njohnson@crowncars.com

4
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477876-01
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ENTERTAINMENT
JAZZ
JAIMM

II

Jam Sessions: Sitting In vs. Jam Session
What’s the Difference?
(Part2)

As indicated last week, this
week’s column will explore the
difference(s) between jazz
musicians “sitting in” as
opposed to jazz musicians par
ticipating in a “jam session.”
Personally, I had never given it
much thought; however, I now
realize that although I never
considered any differences, at
least I used the terms correctly.
When I lived in New Jersey, I
used to attend a “jam session”
just about every Tuesday night
at the Peppermint Lounge in
Orange. It would start at 9 p.m.
and last until 1 a.m. Musicians
would come into the Lounge
and join other musicians on
stage. Some would go into the
Men’s Room and warm up their
instruments, while some would
warm up in other areas of the
Lounge.
A rhythm section
called the Peppermint Trio,
comprised of Hammond B-3,
guitar and drums would
accompany the musicians.
Definition of Jam Session:
a musical event whereas
musicians get together and play
or “jam” without any prepara
tion, impromptu, off the cuff,
spontaneous, unplanned, ad lib,

unrehearsed.
It should be
noted that “jam sessions” are
usually for the benefit of
the performing musicians.
Although, a “jam session” can
be multipurpose, normally,
musicians do not “jam” for the
pleasure of a public audience.
Rather, a “jam” is more often
used to develop new material,
find appropriate material, or
simply as a social gathering
and practice session between
musicians. Oftentimes, at “jam
sessions” held in my home,
musicians shared with me that
they would not have had the
opportunity to meet or play
with other musicians without
coming together in a “jam
session.” Personally, I used
“jam sessions” to test my
musical skills in front of an
audience, on new tunes that I
had practiced the week before.
You’ve probably heard
about jam sessions that brought
musical combatants together to
musically “duel” to establish
dominance over one another.
Generally, referred to as
“cutting contests”, musicians
would compete against each
other by challenging their

imaginations and improvisa
tional skills against those of a
musical opponent in a live
person-to-person situation.
Some of the best known and
talked about “cutting contests”
involved jazz icons Sonny Stitt
and Charlie Parker.
Definition of Sitting In:
sometimes a club will promote
allowing musicians to “sit in.”
This means that musicians are
invited to play with the regular
band. When that is the case, I
have found that usually after
the first set, the band will allow
a musician to join them as a
group, and invite him or her to
the stage to play. This arrange
ment is not to be codfused
with a “jam” or “open mike”
session. However, if you’re a
professional musician, or have
your musical “act” together,
you may ask the leader of the
group, if you can “sit in.”
Remember this ... if you don’t
think you’ve got it together,
this would not be the time to
test your playing skills: There
are also times when the leader
of a group will ask you to “sit
in” on a regular gig. This
should be considered an honor

and a courtesy, usually
intended for professional
musicians who may be visiting
the area. Also, it is important
to remember that if “sitting in”
is not an accepted practice at a
particular venue, it is unprofes
sional and rude to ask the
leader or any of the sidemen to
allow you to “sit in.” If, a band
wants you to “sit in,” they will
ask you. “Sitting In” can be
fun, and a learning experience
for all.
In Jam Sessions: (Part 3)
we will discuss preparing for a
jam session. Stay tuned. It
appears that we may have to
expand the series into addition
al parts. By the way, are there
any musicians interested in
participating in a jam session?
If so, I would like to hear from
YOU!
You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
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Ellington
Christmas
r Saturday, Dec. 22,7:30 pm
Tickets $12-$25

Saint Petersburg Opera Company

Donizetti’s;

The
Elixir
of
Love
Performed with the FloriMezzo Orchestra
Friday, Dec. 28,7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 30,2 p.m. Matinee
Tickets $18.50-$75
THE

DAI I A nil I Li I BOX OFFICE (727) 822-3590
r A L. I_ A Ls IM www.mypalladium.org

at ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE I 253 FIFTH AVE. Nv ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701
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2007 OLYMPIAN SPONSORS Gus & Frances Stavros, Hough Family

Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey, Progress Energy, RBC Dain
Rauscher, Sembler Company, St. Petersburg Times, Ray and Nancy Murray.
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Early Bird
Dinner Specials
5 - 7 pm Wednesday - Sunday

December 20 (Christmas Edition)
Reserve Space by 4 p.m. Monday, December 17, 2007
Deadline for Advertising Copy - 12:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 18,2007

December 27, 2007 (New Year Edition)
Reserve Space by 4 p.m. Friday, December 21,2007
Deadline for Advertising Copy - 12:00 p.m. Saturday, December 22,2007

January 3,2008 Edition
Reserve Space by 4 p.m.. Friday, December 28,2007
Deadline for Advertising Copy - 12:00 p.m. Saturday, December 29, 2007
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. Preparing a special holiday dirinpr does not
have to be complicated and Time-consuming.
Log on to publix.com for more recipes and ideas,

Standing Rib Roast..... . ........ . . .

5.99ib

Our Publix Premium Certified Beef Standing Rib Roast,ls
USDA,Choice, specially selected to have' the ideal balance
of leanness and flavor. Just ask a Publix Meat associate to
help you choose the perfect size for your Christmas dinner.

SAVE UP TO 4.00 LB

About 45 minutes before your roast is done, begin preparing*
scalloped potato recipe. If your family and guests are hungry

For a 4 l/2-lb rib roast (8 servings) prepare roast
following recipe instructions; begin the roast about
3 hours before you would like to serve.

..

prepare some appetizers with Publix Deli Artichoke &
Spinach Dip, and Ritz Crackers.

Asparagus
A good.source of vitamin C, .fresh asparagus makes an
elegant,addition to Christmas.dinner. Rmse, .thoroughly.-and
trim stem ends about 1 inch. Steamed until crisp-tender
(about 5-8 minutes), it's delicious topped with butter.

Kendall-Jackson
Wine.................................. .

SAVE UP TO 1.00 LB

With this simple recipe,
a tender, juicy, and flavorful
rib roast is a cinch to make.

and food taste better. Choose from Chardonnay,

Meritage, Zinfandel, or Syrah, 750-ml bot. Here's to
a feast with family and friends!

SAVE UP TO 1.00

IB*

I

.1099

A great wine-and-food combination makes both wine

*

Publix Artichoke & Spinach Dip............... ...........

.5.39

With Asiago Cheese, Serve With Crackers or Tortilla Chips, Also Great

Tossed With Cooked Pasta, For Fast Service, Grab & Go!, 16-oz cont.

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

Herb-Crusted Rib Roast ’
Prep and Cook: about 3 hours
(Makes 8 servings)

A I (3-4 rib) standing rib roast (4 l/2 lb)

Nabisco Ritz Crackers......................

t/2 teaspoon kosher salt

.. J /4 teaspoon fresh ground pepper

getoneFREE

Or Ritz Bits Sandwiches, Assorted Varieties, 9 to 16-oz box

teaspoon minced garlic
3 sprigs fresh parsley (rinsed)

(Quantity rights reserved on selected advertised varieties.) (Nabisco
Easy Cheese, 7.25 or8-oz can ... 2/6.00) (Excluding Ritz Original, 12-oz.)

I /3 cup plain bread crumbs
1 teaspoon dried rosemary
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard

SAVE UP TO 3.49

214.00

Mushrooms. . . ........ . ...........

1. Preheat oven to 325°F. Season roast on all sides with salt

High in Riboflavin and a Good Source of Niacin,
12 or 16-oz pkg.

pepper and garlic. Place roast on rack in 13- x 9-inch baking
dish (wash hands). Bake I I fl hours,
2. Meanwhile, chop parsley coarsely. Combine in small bowl
with bread crumbs and rosemary; set aside,
3. Remove roast from oven. Coat roast with mustard and

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

then bread crumb mixture. Bake I more hour or until
internal temperature reaches 145°F (rtiedium-rare)
up to 170°F (well-done), Use a meat thermometer to
accurately ensure doneness.

Kraft or Seven Seas Salad Dressing . ........

BUY ONE
GET ONE

FREE

Assorted Varieties, 16-oz bot. (Excluding South Beach Diet.)
(Quantity rights reserved on selected advertised varieties!)

4. Let roast stand 10— 15 minutes before slicing slice and serve,

SAVE UP TO 2.69

Publix will be
closed -Christmas Day,
December 25,2007.

Follow these easy steps to serve a perfect Standing Rib Roast this Christmas.
tog op to puUix.com for details and even more helpful hii

Merry Christmas! Because Publix understands

the holidays are important to our associates
and customers, our stores will close at 7 p.m. on

Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24 and will be
closed on Christmas Day,Tuesday, December 25,

so that we may all spend this special day
with family and friends. For your added

convenience, Publix will be open until IO p.m.
Monday-Sunday, December 17-23

(unless regular store hours are later).

Oven roast at 325°F to keep the meat,
tender and minimize any shrinkage
or moisture loss. Use a shallow baking pah
’ ,
and cook the roast uncovered.
A < For an approximate roasting time,
' .
6-30 minutes per pound
for roasts cyer six pounds.

Use a m®W thermometer to check ■
the temperature in the center of the thick
est part of the roast (not touching bone or
x fat). When the roast reaches the desired . ;
internal temperature— i 45 °F for medium-

rare and up to 170° F for well done— A
remove from the oven.
'
i

Transfer to a carving board (fat-side up);
cover loosely with foil and let stand 10-15
minutes (temperature will continue to rise
5-10°F).When your roast is ready for slicing
use a meat fork to hold the roast io place. <
Long bones of the roast should be on the
! . bottom next to the carving board.

SECTION B
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While potatoes microwave, take time to prepare asparagus for

steaming. Remove your roast from the oven when your meat
thermometer—inserted into the thickest part (not touching

After you've removed your roast transfer it to a carving board
and cover loosely with foil. Let it stand 10-15 minutes before

bone or fat)—reaches 135°F or desired temperature.

slicing. Bring water to boil for steaming asparagus.

Steam asparagus. When potatoes are done, use residual heat in
the oven to warm potato rolls for dinner and pie for dessert
Slice rib roast and serve.

Complete potatoes and begin to bake.

Gourmet Apple Raisin
Walnut Pie......... . . . .

8.99

Potato Rolls, 12-Count.......

Our chunky filling is made with real Ida-Red apples, plus

tasty raisins and English walnuts, baked fresh in the Publix
Bakery. For a real holiday treat, top a warm slice with a

delicmus sentjp nl Publix Proninirn K <■ Cpmiii
SAVE UP TO 1.00

4.S az si/e

2.19

■v« bake nur potato rolls fresh daily in Ihe Publix Bakery

I

Idaho Potatoes .. .j....... .

2>5.00

Idaho potatoes are high in potassium, easy to prepare, £
and packed with other nutrients like plenty of vitamin C.

so you'll love their delectable, ruli flavor and soft,-'dense
t< > turn Heat thf=m in the oven lor □ minute «»r two t>' thnll
everyone at your Christmas dinner. 18-oz pkg

What a wonderful way to complete your Christmas dinner.

SAVE UP TO .30

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

Kraft Shredded Cheese

2s4.00

Everyone loves this good-for-you side dish. 5-lb bag.

What’s not to love about this special
version of everyone’s favorite potatoes?
Especially when it’s this easy.

Or Cubes or Crumbles,
Assorted Varieties, 8-oz pkg.

SAVE UP TO 2.58 ON 2
Scalloped Potatoes
Prep and Cook 45 minutes

(Makes 8 servings)

*
cooking spray
3 medium potatoes (rinsed)
I tablespoon water
I I/2 cups half-and-half

Land 0 Lakes Sweet Cream Butter
Salted, Light Salted, or Unsalted Sweet,

4-sticks, 16-oz box

SAVE UP TO 1.78 ON 2

Publix Premium Ice Cream
Assorted Varieties, half-gal ctn.
(Including Light and Homemade.)

SAVE UP TO 2.58 ON 2

I cup shredded mild Cheddar cheese
I /2 teaspoon kosher salt
I /2 teaspoon minced garlic
I/2 teaspoon Dijon mustard
I /4 teaspoon pepper
I/4 cup shaved Parmesan cheese

216.00

1. Preheat oven to 325°F. Coat 2-quart shallow baking dish

with cooking spray. Peel potatoes; slice thinly and place in
microwave-safe bowl with water Cover and microwave on

HIGH 7-10 minutes or until tender when pierced with a fork.
2. Meanwhile, place half-and-half in medium saucepan; heat
on medium 5-7 minutes or until warmed. Whisk in

Whether we’re cooking or offering advice, we’re experts at creating meals.
If your wish is to enjoy a delicious, complete meal that you can simply heat and serve, order
a Publix Deli Holiday Dinner—proudly featuring Boar's Head® meats. For details,
visit publixcom/holiday or pick up a Publix Deli Holiday Dinners
brochure from your local store.

cheese, salt garlic, mustard, and pepper; cook 3-4 minutes,
stirring occasionally, or until cheese melts.
3. Remove from heat stir potatoes into cheese sauce. Pour

mixture into baking dish; top with Parmesan cheese. Bake
20—25 minutes or until cheese melts and sauce bubbles
around edge. Serve.

Publix
publix.com/ads

Prices effective Thursday, December 13
through Monday, December 24, 2007.
Only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Collier,
Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Polk and Osceola.

Prices not effective at Publix Sabor.
Quantity Rights Reserved.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
BUCS
CORNER

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
PLAYOFF SCOREBOARD
LAST WEEK’S SCORES
St. Thomas Aquinas 35 Largo 13
Armwood 14 Booker T. Washington (Miami) 34
Madison County 28 Tampa Catholic 7

Gruden: Garcia Will Play
This Week Against Falcons

Bucs Vs. Texans
BY FRED GOODALL
TAMPA, (AP) - For the first
time in three weeks, there's
definitive word on Jeff Garcia's
sore back.
The Tampa Bay quarterback
is expected to return to the
lineup this week after missing
two games and most of a third
with a lower back bruise that has
kept opposing teams guessing
about his availability.
Cbadb; Jon Gruden said
Monday that despite vague
statements he made about
Garcia's status leading up to
games against New Orleans and
Houston, he never planned to
play him against the Saints or
Texans.

“I just don't think the his health."
opponent needs to know exactly
“A lot of guys can play hurt.
who to prepare for," Gruden Jeff clearly could have played,"
said, emphasizing he's confident Gruden said. “It was our
the 37-year-old now has had decision as an organization to
adequate time to recover from hold him for two games."
the injury and will play Sunday
McCown threw for 266
against the Atlanta Falcons.
yards and no interceptions, but
“I don't believe 11 should was sacked four times and lost a
apologize, but I don't feel like fumble that set up a touchdown
we have to divulge everything or in a 28-14 loss that stopped the
let everyone know exactly Bucs (8-5) from clinching the
where it is in terms of the NFC South.
timetable for Jeff. We felt it was
While Gruden is looking
a two-week injury.... We feel we forward to getting his regular
did the right thing, the only thing .starter back on the field, he said
to let the injury get better."
he saw enough fromMcCown the
Garcia, injured Nov. 25 on past tw° weeks to feel better
the first play of a victory over about the team's backup situation.
Washington^
practiced
last
Bruce Gradkowski replaced
Wednesday,
Thursday
and Garcia against the Redskins, but
Friday, fueling speculation he was so ineffective after Tampa
might be ready to play against Bay took an early lead that
Houston. Gruden waited until Gruden sent Garcia back irito the
just before kickoff to reveal that game in the fourth quarter.
backup Luke McCown would McCown had a big day passing
start.
and led a iast-mihute TD drive to
The coach said Garcia beat the Saints two weeks ago,
probably could have played, but but was not nearly as sharp
declaring him the third quarter against the Texans.
back was “what we felt was the
“Clearly there were seven or
best interest of Jeff Garcia and eight plays in the game that

weren't as good as the others, but
I'm really pleased with what he's
done," Gruden said. “There's
still plenty of room to grow, but
I think what we all see is a big,
athletic guy that has promise and
potential to be outstanding."
Garcia may be back, but
receiver Ike Hilliard's status is
less certain. He left Sunday's
game
with
what
Gruden
described as an upper back
injury that trainets were still
evaluating on Monday.
Without the sure-handed
Hilliard, who has a team-leading
58 catches for 663 yards and is
the Bucs' most effective receiver
on third downs, the Bucs
converted just 3-of-13 thirddown plays.
“We're confident he'll be
able to play," Gruden said of
Hilliard's availability against the
Falcons. “But we are concerned
about him."
If the llth-year pro doesn't
play, Michael Clayton and
Maurice Stovall will assume
bigger roles in the offense.
“Obviously they have to step
up," Gruden said.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (8-5) will host the Atlanta Falcons (3-9). Sunday December 16th at 1:00 p.m.

One-Of-A- Kind Tebow Becomes First
Sophomore To Win Heisman

Tim Tebow
BY RALPH D. RUSSO

NEW YORK (AP) - Tim
Tebow took a few deep breaths,

steadied himself, then plowed
through his Heisman Trophy
acceptance speech much the
same way he takes on tacklers _
fast and furious.
In rapid fire, Florida's
sophomore quarterback thanked
everyone he could think of,
some of them twice. When it
came time to take hold of the 25pound bronze statue, he looked
as if he wasn't sure whether he
should run with the prize or
throw it. He does both so well.
Florida's folk-hero quarter
back with the rugged running
style and magnetic personality

became the first sophomore to
win the Heisman on Saturday
night.
“I am fortunate, fortunate
for a lot of things," Tebow said.
“God truly blessed me and this
just adds on. It's an honor. I'm so
happy to be here.""
“I've heard the word system.
I've got news, that's got nothing
to do with Heisman trophies and
great offenses," Meyer said.
“Tim Tebow can run whatever
offense he needs to run."
Florida fans might argue
Tebow is just plain perfect.
Tebowisms have become all

the rage with Gators fans on the
Internet. A sampling: Superman
wears Tim Tebow pajamas. Tim
Tebow has counted to infinity ...
twice. Tim Tebow ordered a Big
Mac at Burger King, and got
one.
The legend of Tebow started
at Nease High School in Ponte
Vedra Beach, Fla., where he
once finished a game playing on
a broken leg.
“Tim Tebow is the real
American hero," said Tebow's
high school football coach,
Craig Howard. “He's the real
deal."

Bowden Agrees To 1 - Year Deal At Florida
State; Fisher Next Coach

Bobby Bowden
BY BRENT KALLESTAD
TALLAHASSEE, (AP): Jimbo Fisher will succeed Bobby
Bowden as Florida State's next
football coach,someday.
President T.K. Wetherell des
ignated offensive coordinator
Fisher as
“head
coach-in
waiting," but skipped out of a
somewhat unusual news confer
ence Monday without answering
questions about the contracts that
are not yet finalized.
Bowden,
major
college
football's winningest coach,
agreed to return for a 33rd season

1

£

with options to stay longer.
“Every year I'll just re-sign it
and tell 'em if I want to coach
another year," Bowden said. “I
couldn't ask for anything better
than that."
Bowden,
78,
said he
supported the plan brought to him
last week by the president and
Proctor, who have both known
the coach since the early 1960s.
“I think it's a great plan,"
Bowden said. “Hey, you get 78
years of age, it's hard to say how
you're going out, but we've got a
plan. It kind of all started with my
contract."
Bowden, whose present fiveyear deal with the school expires
in three weeks, made just over $2
million in 2006, state records
show.
“My position hasn't changed.
As long as I'm healthy. (And) If I
can win enough games."
And it's the falloff in wins in
recent years that has increased

focus on Bowden's age.
“I do have an obligation to the
university to win enough ball
games," said Bowden, who is 1411 the past two seasons heading
into a Dec. 31 Music City Bowl
game against Kentucky.
Fisher, a disciple of the
Bowden coaching family who
played and coached for Terry
Bowden, spent much of his time
praising the family patriarch and
avoiding details on what exactly
he agreed to.
“This gives me some peace,"
said Fisher, who has not been a
head coach before. “I'm content
to wait for it."
A West Virginia native, Fisher
was paid roughly $420,000 as
offensive coordinator this year.
He is receiving a $200,000 annual
raise to wear the successor title
and will be paid $2.5 million if for
some reason Wetherell changes
his mind about Bowden's
sucqessor, said an individual

familiar with the negotiations,
who requested anonymity.
Bowden has 300 wins at
Florida State, where he has won a
pair of national championships
and a dozen Atlantic Coast
Conference titles.
Bowden's 373 career wins
overall are two more than Penn
State's Joe Patemo, who turns 81
on Dec. 21.
“If I'm the head coach here
for 37 years and win 10 games a
year, I still haven't caught him,"
Fisher said. “That kind of puts it
into perspective."
But he too recognized the
uncertainty that goes along with a
head coaching job in aft era of
million dollar contracts), that
create a “win-now" mentality
among boosters and fans.
“One of these days I'll be
sitting there and you'll be trying to
kick me out the door," Fisher said.
Even
Bobby
Bowden
chuckled.
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Who was the MVP of

/

I

Super Bowl XXIX?

\

1
\

Hint: Holds the NFL record for most

J
/

career rushing touchdowns for a

\

quarterback with 43.

\

Last Week’s Answer:

/

/

Gale Sayers.

See Sports Page Next Week For The Answer!!

AP TOP 25 BASKETBALL
1. North Carolina (48) 8-0
2. Memphis (19) 7-0
3. Kansas (2) 9-0
4. Texas (2) 9-0
5. Georgetown (1) 7-0
6. Duke 9-0
7. Washington State 9-0
8. UCLA 8-1
9. Michigan State 8-1
10. Marquette 6-1
11. Pittsburgh 9-0
12. Tennessee'8-1
13. Indiana 8-1
14. Texas A&M 8-1
15. Clemson 8-0
16. Oregon 7-1
17. Xavier 7-1

18. Butler 8-1
19. Gonzaga 8-2
20. Vanderbilt 9-0
21. Arizona 6-2
22. Louisville 5-2
23. Villanova 7-1
24. Saint Mary's 7-0
25. Brigham Young 7-2

Still Undefeated:
Mayweather
Schools Hatton

Mayweather vs. Hatton
BY FRANCIS WALKER

NEW YORK -- Another one
bytes the dust and his name is
Ricky Hatton.
Manchester,
England’s favorite son proved no
match for unbeaten WBC welter
weight
champion
Floyd
Mayweather.
In a battle of undefeated
fighters, Mayweather (39-0, 25
KOs) looked spectacular during
his TKO victory over Hatton
(43-1, 31 KOs) at 1:35 seconds
into round ten in front of more
than 16,000 fans at the MGM
Grand in Las Vegas on Saturday.
Styles do make fights and
Mayweather’s style proved
simply too much for “The
Hitman.” Hatton’s name can be
added to the lengthy list of
exciting
fighters
that
Mayweather
has
defeated.
Mayweather is fast, strong,
throws
combinations
from
various angles, and blocks a lot
of punches with his arms and
shoulders.
“One thing about me is that
I’m dedicated to the sport of
boxing,”
Mayweather
told
Hatton and the boxing world
when they first announced the
fight. “Like I said before, it’s not
cocky if you can back it up. I’ve
been backing it up for years.”

Mayweather, a 30 year-old
from Grand Rapids, MI, has won
six world championships in five
different weight classes from 130
to 154 pounds.
Hatton is an aggressive
fighter and has a lot of heart. He
fights hard, but always comes
straight forward throwing short,
winging shots.
Not only did Mayweather
dominate Hatton, but Hatton was
so limited he actually made
Mayweather look spectacular by
coming straight forward. Hatton
came straight forward throwing
hooks and wide punches. Hatton
provided Mayweather with
countless opportunities to throw
straight, sharp-shooting counters
that landed flush.
“Ricky Hatton is one of the
toughest competitors that I've
ever faced,” Mayweather spid. “I
hit him with some body shots,
some big body shots, but he kept
coming.”
In the eighth, Mayweather
punished Hatton in a comer with
double-left hooks and overhand
rights. In the ninth, Mayweather
touched Hatton with left jabs and
moved away before Hatton
could do anything. Mayweather
boxed circles around Hatton,
who could do nothing but walk
into big punches and clinch.
The fight ended in the 10th
round after Mayweather caught
Hatton walking straight into a
sharp left hook he didn’t see
coming. The impact of the hook
was so devastating; Hatton’s
head hit the protective padding in
a comer before his back hit the
canvas. Hatton did return to his
feet only to have Mayweather
greet him with more punishment
as referee Joe Cortez waved off
the bout.
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NATIONAL NEWS

Florida A&M University
Gets Positive Audit
After Years Of Criticism

Bush Administration’s
FHASecure Plan Helping Tens
Of Thousands Of Families
To Keep Their Homes

James Ammons
TALLAHASSEE (AP) Florida A&M University has
broken a seemingly endless
string of criticism and financial
troubles with state auditors
now giving the school a
positive report for the 2006-07
budget year.
An audit issued Friday said
the
university’s
financial

records were in order and
backed up by a state review,
although it did cite some areas
that still need improvement.
“I am happy to say FAMU
has received the first unquali
fied audit in three'years,” uni
versity
President
James
Ammons said. “This means
FAMU has addressed issues in
a way that the auditor general
has confidence in the manage
ment of finances here at the
university.”
The state auditor general’s
office in the previous two fiscal
years cited figures in the uni
versity’s financial records that
could not.be verified, question
able contracting and the uni
versity’s inability to' account

tuaaS

for millions of dollars in
inventory.
The financial troubles
factored heavily into a decision
by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools to put the
university on probation earlier
this year. Lawmakers threat
ened criminal investigations
and some even talked about
closing the school.
The financial troubles led
to the dismissal of Fred
Gainous as president in 2004.
The university ran under
interim leaders under trustees
earlier this year hired Ammons,
a Florida A&M alumnus who
previously had been chancellor
of North Carolina Central
University.

Governor Crist Celebrates
Historic Month For Adoptions
TALLAHASSEE — Governor Charlie Crist
announced today that the 414 foster care
adoptions that were finalized during the month of
November has put Florida’s adoption rate ahead
of where it was last year at the same time. The
record number of adoptions during November,
which is designated National Adoption
Awareness Month, is due to the efforts of our
judges, community members and the Department
of Children and Families (DCF). As a result,
Florida is well on its way to reaching its adoption
goal set for fiscal year 2007-2008. According to
DCF, since July 1,2007, there have been 1,301 of
Florida’s Children adopted into permanent
homes. Currently more than 950 children in
Florida are in need of a permanent home with no
identified relatives or caregivers to adopt them.
“One of my top priorities is to make certain
that every child in Florida has the opportunity to.
live in a loving, safe and permanent home,” said
Governor Crist. “It takes all of our agencies,
organizations and communities working together
to increase the number of successful adoptions.
Thanks to the hard work of the Department of
Children and Families and their many workers in
the field, we are seeing the Suits of our labor as
more of our precious children find loving
homes.”
“Congratulations to all the families that
welcomed a child into their home during

National Adoption Awareness Month,” said
Department of Children and Families Secretary
Bob Butterworth. “During November, and
every month of the year, we encourage you to
spread the word about adoption. Every child
deserves the safety and security of a stable,
loving family.”
The newly formed Governor’s Office of
Adoption and Child Protection will soon launch
a statewide public awareness campaign to
provide Floridians with information about the
very special children in Florida waiting to be
adopted. In July 2007, Governor Crist named
former Florida Representative Jim Kallinger to
serve as director of the office.
“The adoption of so many of Florida’s
children is a testament to the love and dedication
of families throughout our great state,” said
Chief Child Advpcate Kallinger. “While we
celebrate these wonderful adoptions, let’s
remember there are still many more of our
children in foster care waiting for their forever
families. I am committed to ensuring that all our
children have the chance they deserve to live in
permanent and nurturing homes.”
If you would like to learn more about
adopting Florida’s children, please go online to
www.dcf.state, fi.us/adoption/search/ indexnew.asp
or call 1-800-96-ADOPT.

HUD Secretary
Alphonso Jackson
WASHINGTON, D.C. - In
response
to
the
Bush
Administration’s plan to help
famihes avoid foreclosure, tens of
thousands of homeowners are
refinancing their exotic subprime
loans with HUD’s new govern
ment-backed mortgage product.
HUD Secretary Alphonso
Jackson today announced that
more than 33,000 borrowers have
already refinanced their subprime
home loans with FHASecure, a
government-insured foreclosure
avoidance initiative created in
September. An additional 20,000
are in the pipeline for approval
this month, bringing the total to
more than 53,000 in a four month
period.
“FHASecure is
providing
tens of thousands of families with,
a powerful incentive to obtain
affordable and safe home loans,”
Jackson said during his keynote
address to the Office of Thrift
Supervision’s National' Housing
Forum. “Homeowners finally
have an opportunity to save their
American Dream without risking •
their financial future, arid they’re
taking advantage of it everyday.”
On August 31, 2007,
President Bush announced the
creation of FHASecure. Backed
by the government, FHASecure
is enabling homeowners Who
have a history of on-time
mortgage payments under their

continuedfrom front page

the non-partisan National Coalition

TALLAHASSE - Attorney
General Bill McCollum today
announced that CVS Pharmacy
has agreed to change its business
practices in Florida, protecting
consumers from potentially mis
leading advertisements. The
agreement calls for the Rhode
Island-based company to modify
its advertising practices and
other aspects of the Extra Care
Rewards program so that prices
will be clear and conspicuous
and advertised rewards will not
be confusing. The company
cooperated with the state’s inves
tigation and will work to ensure
that consumers are not in any
way misled when using the
rewards program.
“Our citizens, particularly
our seniors, need to have confi
dence that we are protecting thenbest interests as they shop, and I
believe this settlement will be
very beneficial in that respect,”
said Attorney General McCollum.

After receiving cotnplaints
from Florida consumers, investi-

I

gators with the Attorney
General’s Economic Crimes
Division determined that certain
provisions of the company’s
Extra Care Rewards Program
might be considered confusing
and misleading. Consumers
complained that they could not
access their account balance for
accumulated savings and that
advertised prices were not
always available at checkout.
Complaints also included allega
tions that points or “bucks” were
not available until several days
after purchases.
As part of die agreement,
CVS agreed to clearly and con
spicuously alert potential customers
of the conditions and limita
tions of any offer, including,
but not limited to, membership
requirements, program terms,
mail-in rebates, instant rebates,
specific items to be purchased, or
quantity of . items to be
purchased. In addition to
modifying its practices, the
company will make a $30,000

on Black Civic Participation.
“People are more in tune to
the election than in my experi
ence ever. And because we have

I;

such highly contested Republican

and Democratic primary processes

contribution to the Seniors vs.
Crime program, a program
created to give senior citizens a
venue to report fraud or potential
scams to an organization of their
peers.
Since the program’s inception,

Senior Sleuths around the state
have handled several thousand
complaints, resolving the vast
majority of them to elder
citizens’ satisfaction. In six years
of operation, Senior Sleuths have
recovered more than $5.3
million for seniors and have been
directly responsible for well over
100 criminal charges being
brought against companies and
individuals.
According to the company’s
website for investors, CVS has
6,233 stores as of July 28, 2007.
Of those stores, 669 are in
Florida, the highest number for
any of the 44 states with CVS
stores. The agreement will cover
all of the company’s Florida
stores.

I

original interest rates, but missed
payments after their rates reset, to
refinance into FHA’s mortgage
insurance program. Families with
high-cost
mortgages
and
mortgages that are due to reset,
but are still current on their loan,
also continue to refinance through
FHASecure. This is a more viable
option because FHA-backed
loans are less likely to result in
foreclosure.
HUD’s Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) is on target
to insure over 240,000
FHASecure home loans in Fiscal
Year 2008, nearly two and onehalf times the number served in
Fiscal Year 2007. Since the
creation of FHASecure three
months ago, FHA has received
more than 113,000 refinance
applications from families whose
loans are current or past due.
FHA refinancing has
increased 125 percent over the
past year, and is expected to
increase further next year as more
homeowners examine their
mortgage options. FHASecure
will save the average subprime
homeowner about $400 a month,
or $30,000 over the expected life
of the loan.
As a result of extensive
nationwide consumer outreach,
more subprime borrowers
recognize they have a choice and
are turning to FHA for assistance.
FHA’s toll-free call center has
received more than 137,000 calls
over the past three months.
Neiarly 900 FHA-approved
lenders around the country are
participating in FHASecure by
helping families refinance with
home loans insured by FHA.
“This is a decisive moment in
the economic history of our
country. We must turn the
housing market around, and

create greater stability and pre
dictability. In the near future,
homeownership should continue
to be the bedrock of our economy,
this time with affordable loans
that won’t implode,” Jackson
added.
Jackson also said FHA could
reach more borrowers who need
safe and affordable financing
alternatives if Congress approves
bipartisan legislation to further
modernize the 74-year old
agency. HUD estimates 200,000
more first-time homebuyers and
current homeowners who need
access to capital could obtain
FHA-insured mortgages next
year if Congress expedites
passage of FHA reform legisla
tion. Higher FHA loan limits and
flexible downpayment require
ments would help more subprime
borrowers refinance, particularly
in high-cost areas such as
California and the Northeast
United States. Expanded FHA
activity will also stabilize local
real estate markets by reducing
foreclosures.
“Each day of delay by the
Congress unnecessarily places
thousands of families at risk of
foreclosure. These families are in
danger of losing their homes.
Think of what this means to
them,” Jackson added.
The House overwhelmingly
approved
The
Expanding
American Homeownership Act
on September 18, 2007. The
Senate Banking Committee
approved similar legislation the
following day. Yet, the full Senate
has delayed passing this critical
legislation.
For more information about
FHASecure or to find the nearest
FHA approved lender, phone 1800-CALL-FHA (225-5342) or
visit www.FHA.gov.

the huge block of state primaries
on February 5 that political
thinkers say could be the turning
point. They, include Colorado,
Georgia, Idaho, Minnesota, New
Jersey, Utah, New York, North
Dakota, Arizona, Delaware,
Massachusetts, Missouri,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Illinois,
California, Connecticut, Alaska,
Kansas, Alabama, Arkansas and
New Mexico.
In addition to high profile
Democratic and Republican can
didates, it is the hot issues, such
as the war in Iraq, jobs and health
care that’s exciting the electorate.
Those are the highest priority
issues for black people,
according to the Joint Center.
Campbell says that based on
those three issues, all of which
have economic implications, the
National Coalition is planning
economic forums for a string of
states with large black popula
tions to be announced later this
month. Also, get out to vote,
voter protection and newtechnological outreach will be launched
for the primaries as part of the
Coalition’s Unity ’08 black
campaign, she says.
“With our Black Youth Vote
program, they are organizing the
additional means of technologies
that young people use, such as
MySpace to get messages out
about voter protection,” she says.
“In addition we’re working
with all the legal groups for legal

hotlines.” The hotline numbers,
as in past general elections, are 1866-MYVOTE1, which will act
as a poll locator to give people
information on where to go vote,
and 1-866-OURVOTE, the
phone number for the Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights
Under the Law, who will lend
legal assistance on questions con
cerning possible voting viola
tions.
About 18 more primaries
will be slated between February 5
and June 7. Still predictions are
that the winner will be known
long before June. AfricanAmericans vote overwhelmingly
for Democratic candidates, as
much as 9-1 in recent years.
Though Iowa will not be a
deciding factor in who wins or
loses the nomination, Bositis
says the Iowa primary, notwith
standing its small black popula
tion, could have a major impact
on undecided black voters.
That’s because, if Obama
wins in Iowa, it could convince
undecided or even doubting
black Democrats to see that
Obama could actually win the
presidency, Bositis says. He
concludes, “Obama could do a
lot to dispel those [doubts] if he
won in Iowa and did real well in
New Hampshire and looked like
he has a good chance to win.
There’s nothing to do to look like
you have a chance to win more
than winning.”

PRIMARIES
says
Melanie
Campbell,
executive director and CEO of

McCollum Signs Advertising
Agreement With CVS

-• V:'. ■ -

going on, the turn out should
reflect that in much higher
numbers than seen before.”
Probably nothing is intrigu
ing the electorate more than the
possibility ofAmerica electing its
first black president; That factor
and the excitement brought by
the charismatic Obama’ going
against Clinton, the former first
lady to a president who remains
popular among blacks, will in
itself turn out votes on both sides.
In Iowa, a 95 percent white and 2
percent black state, Obama is
narrowly leading Clinton in a
race that pundits have described
as neck-in-neck. A poll taken for
the Des Moines Register, the
states largest daily newspaper,
shows Obama with 29 percent,
Clinton with 25 percent and
former South Carolina Sen, John
Edwards at 23 percent.
But, following Iowa on
January 3, New Hampshire on
January 8, Michigan,on January
15, Nevada on January 19, South
Carolina on January 26, and
Florida on January 29, there is

I
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OBITUARIES
“It’s all taken care of’

Scott Wade Wilson

Isreal Brown

Clouster Bryant II

Bernice L. Mitchell

Scott Wade Wilson was bom
to Regina Morgan and Tyrone
Wade Wilson on January 10,
1970 in Brooklyn, New York. He
departed this life on November
17, 2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: his devoted wife
Vixen Archer Wilson, son Sakai
J. Wilson, daughter Sanje’ Zeke
Wilson; loving mother and father,
Regina Morgan and Dr. Raphael
Morgan, proud father Tyrone
Wade Wilson, brothers, Nekia O.
Morgan, Tobias Morgan and
Cairo G.Q. Wilson, sisters:
Kristal Morgan and Tyche’
Wilson, goddaughter, Genesis
Brumley, mother in law, Vivian
Archer and Geneva Waters,
fathers in law, Zonald Waters, Sr.
(Deborah) paternal grandmother,
Rosa J. Wilson, maternal grandfa
ther, Henry Conway (Josephine),
paternal grandmother, Dorothy
Morgan, grandmother in law,
Mattie Archer Williams, brothers
in law, Lanier Waters and Brent
Archer
(Cynthia),
nephew
Kimari, niece, Dyani, maternal
uncle, Larry Conway (Ester),
paternal uncles, Eric R. Wilson ,
Eugene Robert Coleman (Kim),
Robert Troy Coleman (Virginia),
paternal aunt, Kim Adair Wilson,
Esq., and godfather, Lawrence
Clark.

Isreal Brown was bom to the
late Abraham Brown, Sr. and
Mary Crawford Odom June 15,
1944 in Barnwell, j South
Carolina. He departed this life on
November 26,2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories:
Four daughters:
Phyllis Brown, Linda McKenzie
both of St. Petersburg, FL,
Pamela Miller (Wayne) of
Waldorf, MD and Rutha Mitchell
of Tacoma, WA; four sons:
Kenneth Mitchell (Hurley),
Lennis
Mitchell
(Johnnia),
Dexter Mitchell, all of St.
Petersburg, FL and Jesse Mitchell
(Beverly) of Jacksonville, NC; 23
grandchildren; 17 great grand
children; two sisters: Linda
Gipson (George) and Elizabeth
Forman
(Steve)
both
of
Pompano, FL; nine brothers:
Cleveland
Brown
(Mary)
Pompano, FL, Marion Brown of
Jacksonville, FL, Abraham
Brown (Janie) of Riviera Beach ,
FL, Ezell Brown (Gladys)of Ft.
Lauderdale, FL, Philip Brown
(Linda) of Kileen, TX, Leroy
Brown of Meigs, GA, Charles
Brown, Jerry Brown and Richard
Brown (Diane), all of Barnwell,
SC; godchildren, Noel Sherrell,
both of St. Petersburg, FL, Tate of
Pembroke Pines, FL and Sherry
of Miami.

Clouster Bryant II, “Brother”
43 of Clearwater, Florida passed
away on Wednesday, November
28,2007.
He was a 1982 graduate of
Countryside High School, St.
Petersburg College and Tampa
Tech. He earned an Associates
Degree in electronics. He worked
for Texas Instruments in Houston,
Texas for several years and for
the Pinellas County Sheriffs
Office as a Deputy Sheriff for
sixteen years. He enjoyed fishing
and collecting canes.
He was a member of Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church. Survivors include his
parents, Cherrye L. Bryant and
Clouster Bryant of Clearwater;
son,
Marcus
Bryant
of
Clearwater; daughter, Lauren
Bryant of Atlanta; brother,
Jovontae Bryant of Tampa;
sisters, Michele Way (Cedric) of
Odessa, FL., Jazmine Bryant of
Clearwater and Brenda Smith of
Donalsonville, Georgia; and a
host of aunts, uncles, special
friends and other relatives.

Bernice L. Mitchell, 79 of
Largo
passed
away
on
Wednesday, November 21, 2007
at home.
She was bom in Marianna,
Florida and came here in 1946
from her native hometown. She
went to Jackson High School and
St. Pete Junior College. She was a
preschool teacher and she loved
cooking.
She was a member of St. John
M.B.Church, Clearwater, where
she served on the Sr. mission and
president of the mass choir, she
also sang with a Quartet Group.
Survivors
include
her
husband, Leroy Mitchell Sr., son,
Leroy Jr. daughter, Doris
Mitchell; brother, Grover “Leon”
Wilson; sisters, Mildred Gibson
and Gladys Poindexter; six
grandchildren, six great-grand
children; A devoted granddaugh
ter and caregiver, Rosaland
Kenon and her aunt, Marie Clark.

McRae Funeral Home

Smith Funeral Home

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of

mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

k> SMITH ca
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Zion Hill Mortuary

Zion Hill Mortuary

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...

Anchored in Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industry.

Consider us first tor all ot your funeral Arrangements.

Standard and Premier Funeral Packages

New Edition

To

Obituary Section
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Sammie Martin, Jr.

Robeen C. Robinson, 36 of
Clearwater
died
Thursday,
November 22, 2007 at Largo
Medical Center. She was bom in
Dunedin, Florida and came here
in 1989 from her native
hometown.
She graduated from Dunedin
High School in 1989, and studied
at St. Petersburg Junior College
where she received her business
degree and was earning a degree
in adtriinistration. She was a
supervisor with the Pinellas
County Utility Department.
Social organizations, the Elks and
the Spiritual Club. Her hobbies
where track, basketball, volley
ball and modeling.
She was a member of Bay
View Missionary Baptist Church,
Clearwater.
Survivors
include
her
husband of 10 years, Kenny
Robinson; her mother, Margarette
Harris of Clearwater; her father,
Robert Taylor of Largo; sons,
Leroy Burch Jr., of Norfolk,
Virginia and Mahlik Isiah
Robinson
of
Clearwater;
daughter Miakaylar Dixon of
Norfolk,
Virginia;
brother,
Marrieo Taylor of Clearwater;
sisters, Tunya Sheffield of
California, Fredericka Wright of
Largo and Dawn Dixon of
Clearwater; and a host of uncles,
aunts and a host of cousins,
nephews, nieces, and friends.

Sammie Martin, Jr.,73 of St.
Petersburg
died
Thursday,
November 22,2007.
Survivors include his wife,
Ruby L. Martin; son, Steven J.
Biglow;
daughters,
Vivian
Beasley, Cynthia Frazier, Nicole
D. Martin and Stephanie A.
Martin.

It

ZZok /t/7/ Mortuary

personalized to your family needs.

“Upholding a tradition ofservicefrom ourfamily to yours”
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Burial Spaces
$990

Place Your
Robeen Robinson

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

wwwsniithfhinc.com

Creal Funeral
Home

Pre-need

Funeral

Interest-free

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
<727) 896-2602

financing

Announcement

available

* In Memorium
11801-US. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

&

727-572-4355

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan
Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service - Shipping Service

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

* Thank You

In

The Weekly
Challenger

“A Piece of Mipd, at the Tiiqe of Need”

Call Today For

Complete Funeral
& Burial Included
$6995-00

Special Rates

Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D

and Immaculate and

family

Includes: Removal, Embalming, Family Car, Hearse, Casket, Vault,
Chapel Facilities, Burial Space with Opening & Closing,
Casket Spray, Professional Staff and On-Line Guest Book

“Service is the Soul’s Highest Calling”
727-896-2922
Call: Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D.
(727) 328-0466
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Prince and Edna Matt
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY REV. OLIVIA S. HENRY
Educator and Past President of National Sorority
Turns 101 Years Old — Still Preaching the Gospel

“ V

Atlantic
City,
NJ
(BlpckNews.com) - The Rev.
Olivia S. Henry, Past National
President of the National
Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa,
Inc., celebrated her 101st
birthday on Sunday, August 26,
2007. She was feted on the day
before her birthday with a
delightful and inspiring party
given by her sisters of Zeta
Chapter, the Philadelphia
affiliate of the national organiza
tion of female educators.
Rev. Henry would not permit
the observance on her actual
birthdate because “Sunday, the
Sabbath Day, must be kept holy.”

The celebration took place at the
Sterling Glen Retirement Center
in Philadelphia, where Rev.
Henry resides. She is a remark
ably spry and active centenarian
who conducts regular weekly
Bible classes for her colleagues at
Sterling Glen and visitors there.
The members of Zeta
Chapter and their associates
from Delaware and New Jersey
were thrilled to be in the
presence of Rev. Henry, an out
standing and inspirational role
model. During her brief remarks
resembling a sermonette, she
advised those present “to stand
tall, hold their shoulders back,

tuck in their abdomens and hold
their buttocks tight.”
She stressed the importance
of educating our young people in
basic values and instilling in
them a thirst for education. She
further expounded that “those
who teach children of color must
be exceedingly diligent as this
constituency presents a special
set of challenges.” She has been
a teacher as well as a minister,
who at one time was pastor
of a church in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. In addition to the
weekly Bible sessions, she still
preaches and has converted
some of the Jewish faith to

Christianity.
She is the oldest living Past
National President of the
National Sorority of Phi Delta
Kappa, Inc., a nationwide organi
zation of approximately 35,000
African American female
educators who represent all
facets of the teaching profession.
During her storied career she
upheld the highest ideals of the
teaching profession and encour
aged the development of the
potential of the young people that
she taught. She is known for her
wit, and she continues to render
sound and sagacious advice to
younger members of the organi

zation as well as to her colleagues
at the assisted living facility
where she resides. With her sharp
mind and keen intelligence, she
manages to guide the current
administration of the organiza
tion that she once headed.
Rev. Henry presided over the
National Sorority of Phi Delta
Kappa, Inc. from 1947 until
1951 during a very successful
term of office. She became affil
iated with Zeta Chapter in 1935;
it was chartered in Philadelphia
in 1927 and has influenced many
of the city’s leaders.
She is a charter member of
the National Council of Negro

gm
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Women, Philadelphia section,
and served as its first National
Chaplain. A deeply spiritual
person, she received the calling
to do God’s work here on earth
and was very active in the
ministry for many years. She
was one of the first females to
occupy a pulpit and pastor a con
gregation. In this respect she was
a genuine trendsetter.
She is the recipient of an
honorary doctorate from the
University of Monrovia in West
Africa. She has visited the Holy
Land six times and at 101 years
of life, she is still preaching the
Word of God.

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church'

(727) 894-4311

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-2089

Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services...................... ...,...,..7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast Ministry.................Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Church School .......... ....................... ...9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship......... .........
.............. 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study....... ............ ............ Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church ............... Mon & Wed 5:30 p.m.

Sunday School..... ......... ................... ...................... ......... 9:00 a.m.

Prayer Service (Wed)..... ......................... ................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed).............................. ......... ................... 6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

d

Senior Pastor

__

uHE

Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ

Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking in The Promisco Vision

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727)327-1373 «

Early Morning Worship................................................ ............7:30 ajn.

Worship C en ter
4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Sunday School........ ............................................................ .......... .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.............................................................. ......... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting........ .........7:00 pjn.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Friday Prayer Meeting............................... ................ ......... 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin, Sr. - Pastor

® **

Bethel1894@knology.net

(727) 374-1 864
www.abundant-harvest.org

CTKe

‘WaCfcina

“Raising A Standard For Clod’s People In God’s Church’

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:45 a.m.
Feed The Homeless
2:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Log on:

www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

^PromisedVision’

Saiijt eJokn Priieitive Baptist Cfyurclj
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755

Looking for a place to gain deeper understand!
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your religious background doesn't matter?
A non-denomlnational church that believes
God should be user-friendly?

Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabayjr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

(9Zw 'Primitive baptist Church
“ C? Peculiar People Persuaded fa Perform ‘Ylie Purpose”

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning...........................:..............................8:00 a.m.
Church School..................................................................... 9:45a.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712

Mid-Morning.............................................

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........ 7:00 p.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts

Schedule of Services

{except Wednesdays)

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

First Baptist Institutional

rif ripar wry rid ad
Sfril

MORNINGWORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Early Morning Worship............. .... ................ 7:30 am.
Sunday School............................. ..................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship......................... .......... ........ 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study.............
..................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.. ..11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Prayer Service................................ ................. 6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service........................ ..................... 7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday... .....................6:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

■

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabayjr.com
, Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

1:4-8)

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

(727) 321-0911

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Tef: 727-898-2457 Fax: 727-895.-889O
.. .
ha„ . . .
0nityt8ITiplS0{tf|lth@ITISJ)«C0ni

Dominion Worship Center Ministries
“Learn To Take DOMINION Over Your Life”

Church

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

“Join Vis”

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574

Early Sunday Service..................... ...8:00 am

Sunday School Enrichment...............9:10 am
Sunday Service............ .........................10:00 am

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
□ming Worship 11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Monday-Corporate Erayer ........6:00 & 7:30
"Wednesday-Corporate Erayer...........6:00am

"Wednesday Eihle Study
andEamiCy Training Tfr................. 7:30pm

Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

Sunday- Corporate Erayer............... 6:00 am

Bishop Albert E. Weaver
& Lady Tonya Weaver

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th-Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

• www.stmarkch.org

(727) 321-6631

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

<■

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship Service....... ..10:00 a.m.

Church School .................................... ..
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................................ ..
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ......................... ..
5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School............................ ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)

....7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (Wednesday),... ....7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

YOUR CHURCH

207 - 10th Street North
Petersburg, FL 33705

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

can advertise here

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School................................ .9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

"Serving and Saving

Sunday School.......................................... 9:30 A.M.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pan.

"Helping and
Healing"

Wednesday.............. ...Noonday Bible Study and

"Inspiring and
Instructing"

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

,

"Praying and
Praising"

Thursday....................... 7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Morning Worship................. ........... 11:00 ajn.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday.... ...... ...7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Pastor

Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

WZ
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

C

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Class......... ................. ...9:00
Sunday Morning Worship.... a.......... ............... 10:30
Ladies Bible Class Monday........................... .....7:00
Sunday Evening Worship........... ......... ..... ..... ...5:00
Monday Evening Bible Class......... .......... .........7:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class............................ 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

The Rock

Queen Street

Praise and Worship:.............
Morning Worship Service:.
Bible Study each Tuesday:

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228

Sunday Services:

Church School..,....... ..... 9:00 a.m.
Praise & Worship Service ... 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

...James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry........................

....Joyce Robinson

Clerk Ministry..................................... .’.....

..Wyvonnia McGee

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.
• (Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

‘One Body, One Spirit, One Hope ’

The Old Landmark Cathedral
Church Of God In Christ
Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6^ Street South

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
■ Landmark Church Family ”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m,
Sunday Morning Worship -11 a.m.
Supt. Mitchell L Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m

Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God! ”

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship
St. 3501 37th Street South
Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-5144
Sunday School...................................... .9:30 A.M.
Worship Services?...... 11:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday........... ................. 6:30 P.M. (Prayer)

Bishop
Franklin Evans Sr.
Pastor

7:00 P.M. (Bible Study)

Friday......................... ....... 6:30 P.M. Youth Night

zWe Walk By Faith and Not By Sight'
t

I

.

www.spreadinghopeonline.org

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

...Associate Pastor

Prayer Service - 7:30 pan.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pm.

...9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
.10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
.10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
....................... 10:30 a.m.
..........................6:30 i.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

School 9:50 A.M.

Finance Ministry.......................................

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.

Wednesday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 15935 * St. Petersburg, FL 33733

...Associate Pastor

Tuesday

Telephone: 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler..

Sunday School -10:30 am.
A. M. Service -11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pm.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 — 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St, Petersburg, Florida-

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

The Reverend Aaron V. Qaskin...............

Sunday

(727) 327-0015

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

Christ

Van service is available by calling:

(727)896-4356

^Ihttahblpirta (ttoxnmumty Church

ih

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Devotion:......... ....................

Church Of God In Christ

Wisdom

of

Church School:.....................

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Uvd

SERVICES

Bro. Robert Smith

B

vf

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
*■■(727) 321-0670 ’

' 820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Fraycr Tvwcr Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

900 - 16th Avenue South • St, Petersburg, Florida 33705

M
F

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD
HERE
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CHURCH NEWS
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE” Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor
Pastor Carlos Senior and the New Hope
family invite you to worship with us on Sunday
morning. Our morning begins at 7:45 a.m. with
early morning service. Holy Communion will
be held during this service. Sunday school
begins at 9:00 a.m, with classes available for all
ages. Bring the entire family to learn more
about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 a.m. with the
New Hope Mass Choir leading the congregation
in praise. The Music team consists of Michael
McKenny, Vemard McKenny, Marcus Childs,
and Corey Givens. The Bread of Life will be
served by our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior. The Annual Christmas
Production will be presented during this
service. Come and witness the truth of the birth
of Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He is the
reason for the season!
The 3rd Annual “Excellence in His
Service” Awards Banquet will be held on Sat.,

Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m. Several members of the
church will be recognized for their untiring
service to New Hope and the upbuilding of the
kingdom of God. This event will be held in the
Fellowship Hall. For further information call
the church office.

New Philadelphia Community Church
“Lighting the Preparation Candle of Advent”
To mark the four weeks in Advent season, a candle is lit each Sunday
during mid-morning worship. A child lights the candle and its meaning given
to worshippers. The first two candles encouraging believers to focus on the
Savior’s birth, Parousia, and second coming.

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (Prayer, Understanding

and Spiritual Healing)
• Bible Study (Adult and Youth) and prayer
will be held on Wednesday evening.
Prayer begins at 6:00 p.m. Bible class
begins at 7:00 p.m. Come let’s study the
word together!
• Prayer band is held on Thursday
mornings at 11:00 a.m. “Effectual,
fervent prayers of the righteous availeth
much.” Come let’s praise God together.

“The best way to know God’s will
is to say ‘Iwill’to God. ”

Third Sunday of Advent focuses on John the Baptist. He is herald of the
Savior. John the Baptizer, prepared the way for Christ as told in the Old
Testament. This candle is traditionally of a different color than the others. It
represents the joy associated with coming of the Lord! Purpose is used at
Philadelphia to suggest royalty of the coming SAVIOR KING!

The Advent season stirs the heart and deepens one’s reverence for God in
His coming to lost mankind to save it! The birth of Baby Jesus, the life of
Christ, all bespeak the truth of Scripture. Revealed is God’s remedy for gen
erational sins of mankind which was already in place at the time of creation.
“In the fullness of time, God sent forth His son, bom of a woman...”

Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

“Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

900 16^ Avenue South
Bishop Raymond Baker, Pastor

Ephesians 5:20

We at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church give thanks to God for his blessings. He said he
would supply all of our needs, and for this we are thankful. We pray his blessings upon this nation,
during this holiday season, especially those who are less fortunate.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr. God’s anointed shepherd of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the
official staff and the entire Friendship Family located at 3300 31st. Street South graciously extend to
all a cordial welcome to join us for worship. The doors to the SHIP are always open to our guests.
We anxiously await your presence with joy deep down in our hearts and arms open wide. The
vision at the SHIP has been given to Pastor Evans by God. Join us as we venture into a unique
worship experience in God’s holy place. This worship experience leads to the victory in Christ Jesus.
The entire Friendship Church Family would deem it gratifying and delightful if you would accept
our invitation to worship with us during our early morning worship service which commences at 7:45
a.m., church school at 9:30 a.m. followed by 10:45 a.m. mid-morning worship. Pastor Evans will
impart God’s word to his people.

Presents

New Year’s Eve HBO Holy Ghost Blow Out
December 31, 2007 • 8:30 p.m. to Midnight
Featuring
The Brothers Of Revelation
WBC Mass Choir
Destiny Praise Dancers
Prophet Wayne Housz

Our theme: “One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One Church”

Please join us each Wednesday at 12:00 p.m. for noonday Bible Study and
each Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. for prayer service and mid-week Bible study.

All Are Welcome - Family, Friends And Neighbors

Please visit our website @www.fmbctheship.org for other church activities.

Mt. Zion A.M.E.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church under the leadership of
its dynamic, spirited man ofGod, the Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown,
its official staff of deacons and trustees, and the entire congregation of
St Mark, extend to the community at large its wishes that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central theme a
belief that we are a haven of hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ

Calendar for the month of December, 2007
• Dec. 19 Brotherhood meets at 7:00 p.m.
• Dec. 22 Christmas with the Community from 1
1:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
• Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
• Dec. 25 Christmas Day
• Dec. 27-28 Combined Session of Congress #2 & Congress #6
• Dec. 30 Mission Emphasis Sunday
• Dec. 31 Watch Night Services at St Mark MB.C. joined by St
John, Union Baptist and Concord Baptist
St Mark Offers...
• Sunday School is held for both children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sun. morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
• Baptist Training Union is each Sun. at 5:00 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to come out and study the Bible with

us and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
* Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every Mon. at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
* Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tries, at 7:00 pm.
■ Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every Thurs, at 9:30 a.m.
* Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thurs. evening at 7:00 pm.
* St Mark After School Tritoring Ministry: Neighbors Involved
in Kids Education (N.IX.E.). Open-to all school age children
every Tries., Wed., and Thurs. from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 pm
* Destination Graduation Phase H is now in progress and offers
certified teachers, Counselors and FCAT Specialists each Tries,
and Wed. evening from 6:30-7:30 pm Tues. are for high school
seniors only needing assistance with applying for colleges,
financial aid and scholarships, and writing essays for college
admissions and scholarships. Wed. nights are for ages 4 years to 18
years. Certified teachers are available to assist with reading com
prehension and application; reading readiness for children 4 to 6
years; Literary analysis/reading comprehension for Middle and
High School as well as FCAT, ACT and SAT preparation for those
who still need to pass or make a good score on these tests. .
* St Mark Technology Lab: The St. Mark Computer Lab will be
open and available for use on Tues. and Wed. evenings from 5:30
pm to 7:30 pm

the praise for all of our youth and adults that participat

and prepare for that Joyous Christmas morning, we

ed and did an out-standinjg job. Keep reaching for the

continue to give thanks for all the blessings God has

stars and giving God your best gift.

sent our way.

Pastor Clarence A. Williams and the

Mt. Zion church family welcome all visitors and

friends to worship service this Sunday as we edify and
lift up the Name of Jesus. We encourage your presence

and participation. Our doors are always open and we
would love to have you come and join us .
Our early morning worship begins at 7:30 a.m.,

Weekly ministries: In need of a mid-week lift?

Then stop by Zion for a day of ministry.
Wednesday - Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., come

enjoy the Word and lunch Bible Study, 6:00 p.m.,

collectively we leam more of God
Hour of Power, 7:00 p.m., come as you are for a
powerful hour of song, prayer, praise and preaching.

there we let go and let God be God. The Male Chorus

will render song service throughout the day. Church

Upcoming Events:

School will commence at 9:30 a.m.; we invite family’s

Dec. 23rd Christmas Worship Service 7:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Dec 24th Christmas Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m.

to come study the Word of God as we seek to grow
service is at 11:00 a.m. The spirit is always high; Pastor

Dec 30th Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. only
Dec 31st Watch Night Service 0:00 p.m.

Williams will deliver the gospel message at both

Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we

services. Come be blessed by The Word through the

Mount up at Mount Zion!

spiritually together.

Our contemporary worship

ministry of our Pastor, one anointed to preach, teach

and proclaim God’s Word with power and conviction.
enjoyable afternoon of talent on display. We give God

Thought for the week: “Always keep Christ in
Christmas”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Life Changing Ministries
Of The World
900 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
727-278-6868 • lcmow04@yahoo.com

Your Church News
Can Be Placed Here!

On behalf of Apostle Michael and Evelyn Long,
we would like to invite you to fellowship with us.

Schedule of Services
Sunday
Christian Education..................................... 10:30a.m.
Worship Service................................11:30 a.m.
Young People’s Union.................... 6:00 p.m.
Evening Service.,.....................
7:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Bible Study.'..................
7:30 p.m.

Contact The Weekly Challenger to learn
how your churches special events and weekly
schedules can be placed in this space.

Don’t miss this opportunity!!
41

As we enter and continue in this Advent season

Hats off! to our drama Department for a most

GOOD NEWS!

L

“Oh come let us adore Him, Oh come let us adore Him, Oh come let us adore Him,... Christ the Lord.”

I

1
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SAVE THE DATE!
National Council of Negro Women, Inc
22nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King,
Leadership Breakfast
——__---------------------------------------------- L,...... ——

"

Jeff Lyash, President/CEO

Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair
Data Monday, January 21, 2008
Place: St. Petersburg Coliseum

535 Fourth Avenue North

St, Petersburg, FL
Time: 7:30 A.M.
Theme:

Remember! Celebrate! Act!
A Day On, Not A Day Off!’!

Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall

Educator, Attorney, Human Relations Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Tickets: $25.00 per person
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

To Purchase Tickets or Reserve Tables
Contact:

Dianne Speights, Coordinator
Mary Clowers, Co-Chair Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair

727-896-6556 or ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
Signora Farris, President
On January 21,2008 St. Petersburg will celebrate the national holiday honoring
Dr. King’s legacy of tolerance, peace, and equality.

Co-Sponsored by City of St Petersburg

THE ALUMNI SINGERS OF ST. PETERSBURG, INC.
_
‘lime &

under the direction of Robert L. Anders,
announced the release of a new CD,
entitled “Love and Harmony”.
Started in 1980, this interdenominational choral
group includes singers from high school and college
choirs throughout the states. Their repertoire and
i concerts reflect the rich musical heritage of the African
American experience. The CD includes favorite
selections of spirituals, gospel, hymns, anthems and
secular /popular songs from those years.

The group has received numerous honors, periodically sponsored choral
clinics, and performed throughout the state of Florida.
To purchase the CD, please complete the order form.
For bookings contact: Carolyn Hobbs (727) 323-7004 or
Robert Anders (727) 867-9445
In addition CDs may be purchase from any member of the Choir
and/or any member of the Boosters.

Singers CD ORDER FORM ■
Please Print

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY
STATE/ZIP CODE
mHVMHMfUSmimnM

iIIBRHmH HSBIHSHHUkiH Will IB niADHinuiH

■
imtiiw iuimi nwuMsiuuK ni
Him
HHHM
MH
85BB

SW
Iliff
HR!«.
inn
B SIHIMMU ■ IHHWH MIM UUM ram
HiiriuKOiffliim ■HIHM mW ■«««MSS EH.

"illNHHlHlMffllllliOlIBtffiSItHHlB

SOME MATERIAL .W NOT BE SUITABLE FOR GHItBRffl
BRIEF LANGUAGE AND SOME SUGGESTIVE HUMOR

a mm* »»• (waa.au.i

• www.fteFerfectHolidayMovie.com -

p truenorth

NOW PLAYING AT A THEATRE NEAR YOU
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR SHOWTIMES

*

NUMBER OF DISCS: _

1

fc

SUBTOTAL:

/■

X $15.00

+ $2 S&H PER DISC+ ___________
TOTAL:_____________

Please mail your completed form with a check or money order to:
ALUMNI SINGERS, PO BOX 10238, ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33733
Please allow four to six weeks for delivery.

